
NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP 
AGREEMENT ON SCHOOL 
PATHWAYS PROGRAMMES 

An agreement between 

t h e  Commonwealth o f  Aust ra l ia  and 

t h e  States, being: 

+ The S ta te  o f  Western Aus t ra l i a ;  and 

+ The S ta te  o f  South A u s t r a l i a  

This Nat ional  Partnership Agreement i s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  implementation o f  School 
Pathway Programmes t h a t  are aimed a t  addressing t h e  s k i l l s  shortage i n  defence i ndus t r y  
by increasing t h e  poo l  o f  young people ready t o  move from school i n t o  f u r t h e r  education 
and apprenticeships; in ternships;  scholarships and pa r t - t ime  work/study combinations i n  
defence industry.  They are a l so  intended t o  increase employer awareness o f  opt ions f o r  
r e c r u i t i n g  young people and t h e  value t o  business o f  doing so. The areas covered under 
t h e  School Pathways Programmes t h a t  are implemented w i l l  focus on advanced 
manufacturing, marit ime and technology s k i l l s .  

It i s  intended t h a t  a School Pathways Programme be implemented i n  South A u s t r a l i a  and 
i n  due course, Western Aus t ra l i a  w i t h  a focus on p rov id ing  a career path f o r  young 
people wanting t o  enter  defence indust ry .  
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National Partnership 
Agreement on School Pathways 
rrogrammes 
I N T E R G O V E R N M E N T A L  A G R E E M E N T  
O N  F E D E R A L  F I N A N C I A L  R E L A T I O N S  

PRELIMINARIES 

I. In November 2008, the Commonwealth announced the Industry Skilling Program Enhancement 
package. This package consisted of fourteen initiatives designed to expand the pool of skilled 
people from which the defence industry sector can recruit; enhance work and career pathways 
in the defence industry sector; and address a defence capability skills gap. The establishment of 
the Programmes in Western Australia and South Australia are two key initiatives of this 
package. 

2. The Programmes are an initiative that will operate over seven years from 2oo8/og to 2015/16 
and will involve a Pilot and Lead Schools who may partner with other schools in a cluster 
arrangement to create industry endorsed vocational curriculum, higher education pathways and 
career development for students in years 10-12. 

3. This Agreement has been established to drive the Programmes to  increase the number of 
students undertaking subjects which are relevant to defence industry and to increase the 
number of students undertaking maths and science in years 11 and 12 in participating schools. 

4. This Agreement is created subject to the provisions of the Intergovernmental Agreement and 
should be read in conjunction with that agreement and subsidiary schedules. In particular, the 
schedules include direction in respect of performance reporting and payment arrangements. 

PART 1 - FORMALITIES 

Parties to this Agreement 

5. In entering this Agreement, the Commonwealth and the States recognise that they have a 
mutual interest in improving outcomes in the area of employment in the defence industry 
sector and need to work together to achieve those outcomes. 

Term of the Agreement 
6 .  This Agreement will commence as soon as the Commonwealth and another Party signs the 

Agreement and will expire on 30 June 2016, or earlier termination as agreed in writing by the 
Parties. 
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Delegations 

7. The Commonwealth Minister for Defence is authorised to: 

(a) agree the lmplementation Plan with each State on behalf of the Commonwealth; and 

(b) certify that payments may be made to the States in accordance with the lmplementation 
Plans. 

8. The South Australian Minister for Education is authorised to agree to the lmplementation Plan 
in relation to the Programme for the State of South Australia on behalf of the State of South 
Australia. 

9. The Western Australian Minister for Education is authorised to agree the lmplementation Plan 
in relation to the Programme for the State of Western Australia on behalf of the State of 
Western Australia. 

Interpretation 

lo.  Unless otherwise specified, the following terms and definitions are used throughout this 
Agreement: 

a) Agreement means this National Partnership Agreement; 

b) Financial Assistance has the meaning set out in the lmplementation Plan for each State; 

c) lmplementation Plan means an implementation plan agreed pursuant to clause 10; 

d) lntergovernmental Agreement means the lntergovernmental Agreement on Federal 
Financial Relations that took effect on 1 January 2009; 

e) Lead School has the meaning set out in the lmplementation Plan for each State; 

f) National Agreement has the meaning given in the lntergovernmental Agreement; 

g) National Partnership Agreement has the meaning given in the lntergovernmental 
Agreement; 

h) Partnership School has the meaning set out in the lmplementation Plan for each State; 

i) Party means a party to this Agreement; 

j) Programme means a School Pathways Programme to be undertaken by a State pursuant to 
the relevant lmplementation Plan; and 

k) States means the State of Western Australia and the State of South Australia. 

PART 2 - OBJECTIVES, OUTCOMES AND OUTPUTS 

Objectives 

11. Through this Agreement, the Parties commit to the following objectives: 
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(a) to improve pathways for young people into the defence industry sector and address 
associated skills shortages and needs; 

(b) to achieve sustained improvements for pathways for young people into the defence 
industry sector in educational outcomes in participating schoolslschool communities that 
align with those in the National Education Agreement; and 

(c) to support and achieve innovation and reform; fostering the dissemination of best- 
practices to achieve the objective referred to  in paragraph (a). 

Outcomes 

12. The Agreement will contribute to the following outcomes: 

(a) to  increase the pool of young people with the pre-requisite skills and entry capabilities to  
move from school into further education, apprenticeships, internships, scholarships and 
part-time worklstudy combinations in the occupational areas that supports the 
maintenance and expansion of the defence industry sector in the States; and 

(b) to increase employerldefence industry sector awareness of the options and opportunities 
for recruiting young people and the value to business in doing so. 

Outputs 

13. The objectives and outcomes of this Agreement will be achieved by the States undertaking the 
outputs described in the lmplementation Plan. 

PART 3 - ROLES AND RESPONSIB IL IT IES  OF EACH PARTY 

14. To realise the objectives and commitments in this Agreement, each Party has specific roles and 
responsibilities, as outlined below. 

Role of the Commonwealth 

15. The Commonwealth will have responsibility for: 

(a) providing Financial Assistance to the States in accordance with the lmplementation Plans; 

(b) reviewing the States performance under the lmplementation Plans in accordance with 
clause 18; 

(c) providing such assistance in relation to the Programmes as specified in the 
lmplementation Plans. 

Role of the States 

16. The States will have responsibility for: 

(a) undertaking the relevant Programme in accordance with the relevant lmplementation 
Plan; 

(b) meeting the outputs specified in clause 13; 

(c) meeting the performance benchmarks specified in clause 17; 

(d) meeting the performance indicators specified in the relevant lmplementation Plan; and 














