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National Partnership
Agreement on
TAFE Fee Walivers for Childcare

Qualifications

PRELIMINARIES

1.  Thisagreement is created subject to the provisions of the Intergovernmental Agreement on
Federal Financial Relations and should be read in conjunction with that Agreement and
subsidiary schedules. In particular, the schedules include direction in respect of performance
reporting and payment arrangements.

2.  The Parties are committed to addressing the issue of social inclusion, including responding to
Indigenous disadvantage. That commitment is embodied in the objectives and outcomes of this
agreement. However, the Parties have also agreed other objectives and outcomes — for
example, in the National Indigenous Reform Agreement — which the Parties will pursue through
the broadest possible spectrum of government action. Consequently, this agreement will be
implemented consistently with the objectives and outcomes of all National Agreements and
National Partnerships entered into by the Parties.

PART 1 — FORMALITIES

Parties to this Agreement

3. This National Partnership (the “Agreement”) is between the Commonwealth of Australia (the
“Commonwealth”) and the States and Territories (the “States”).

Term of the Agreement

4.  The Agreement applies to student activity of the 2009 calendar year only. A longer term
arrangement will be negotiated by the Parties to this agreement in 2010.

Interpretation

5. For the purpose of this Agreement:

(@) Eligible child care courses are defined as training package qualifications undertaken in
children’s services at the diploma and advanced diploma level,

(b) Fees are defined as compulsory regulated fees levied on students for enrolment in an
eligible course of study;
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(c) Regulated fees are defined as any fees mandated by the State or Territory government,
and exclude any fees that are imposed on students by the TAFE or other government
providers; and

(d) Other government providers are defined as government owned and managed education
facilities/organisations, other than TAFE, that deliver vocational education and training.

PART 2 — OBJECTIVES, OUTCOMES AND OUTPUTS

Objectives

6.  This agreement will assist in meeting the objectives of the National Partnership Agreement on
Early Childhood Education, agreed by COAG on 29 November 2008.

Outcomes

7. This Agreement is part of the Commonwealth’s Early Childhood Workforce Strategy and aims
to develop a child care workforce with high level qualifications to provide a strong foundation
for the health and educational development of children.

Outputs

8.  The key output of this Agreement will be that TAFE and other government providers will not
levy fees on students undertaking eligible child care courses.

PART 3 — ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH PARTY

Role of the Commonwealth

9. To realise the objectives and commitments in this Agreement, and to meet the key output
identified in Clause 8, the Commonwealth will:

(@) fund the States for all regulated fee revenue foregone in relation to this agreement, with a
reconciliation mechanism in place for the Commonwealth to review and adjust funding
based on the actual utilisation of relevant qualifications using evidence provided by the
States; and

(b) promote eligible fee free child care training places.

Role of the States and Territories

10. To realise the objectives and commitments in this Agreement, and to meet the key output
identified in Clause 8, the States and Territories will:

(@) have responsibility for ensuring that TAFE and other government providers do not levy
compulsory regulated fees on students undertaking eligible child care qualifications;

(b) inform the Commonwealth within seven days of any changes in compulsory regulated fee
policy setting arrangements that affect eligible child care qualifications;
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(c) inform TAFE and other government providers of their responsibility to inform current and
possible future child care students about fee free child care qualifications. This includes in
all fee policies, promotional material such as websites, handbooks, brochures and through
any career counsellor networks;

(d) ensure that the financial impact of the removal of child care fees is evident in financial
information provided by the States to the Commonwealth; and

(e) work with the Commonwealth to promote eligible fee free child care training places.

PART 4 — GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS

Dispute resolution

11.

12.

13.

Any Party may give notice to other Parties of a dispute under this Agreement.
The relevant delegates will attempt to resolve any dispute in the first instance.

If a dispute cannot be resolved between the relevant delegates, it may be escalated to the
relevant Ministerial Council.

Variation of the Agreement

14.

15.

The agreement may be amended at any time by agreement in writing by all the Parties and
under terms and conditions as agreed by all the Parties.

A Party to the Agreement may terminate their participation in the Agreement at any time by
notifying all the other Parties in writing.

PART 5 — FUNDING AND REPORTING

16.

The Commonwealth will fund the States to remove fees from eligible child care qualifications
provided at TAFE and other government training providers. The quantum of funding will be
based on individual jurisdiction’s fee models and fee profiles as provided to the Commonwealth.
Estimated funding for 2009 is shown below:
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17.

18.
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State or territory

Funding

New South Wales $4,250,214.00
Victoria $1,618,722.13
Queensland $837,876.20
Western Australia $562,225.00
South Australia $587,945.45
Tasmania $198,602.25
Australian Capital Territory $317,090.00
Northern Territory $75,122.00
Total $8,447,797.03

Reporting under this National Partnership will comply with the requirements of Schedule C to
the Intergovernmental Agreement on Federal Financial Relations.

Reporting will occur during reconciliation, which will take place in 2010 based on fees applicable
at 1 January 2009, as provided by States and student activity for 2009 as recorded in the
National Centre for Vocational Education Research Vocational Education and Training Provider
Collection. The estimated funding detailed in the table above will be provided to each

jurisdiction as a one-off payment by 31 January 2009.
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December 2008
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The Honourable Miks Rann 7
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The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agresment as follows:

Signed Jor and on behall of tie Conmmioninealts:
of Austratia By

The Honourable Kovin Rudd #MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwoalth of
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The Hornoirable Nathan Rees WP
Premier of the State of New South YWales

'Y December 2008
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The Honourable Arna Bligh MP
Premier of the State of Quesnstand

December 2008

Rigned  fiv ard o
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Peldf of  the

The Horourahle Mike Rann WP
Fremier of the State of South Australia
December 2008

Signied for and on Leohall of lhe Awvsivalian
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Jon Stanhope MLA
Crief Minister ril the
Aostralian Capilal Terrilory |

December 2008
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Siale of Victovia by
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Premier of the State of Victarls
December 2008
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The Honourable Colin Barnett P
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December 2008

Sigmed  for  ard 0w
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The Hoimourable David Bartistt MP

PFremier ol e Slale ol Tasimznia

December 2008

Signed for and on behalf of the Nevbiers
Tervibury Ty

The Heronrzble Paul Henderson MLA
Chief Minister of <he Morthern Terrtory  of
Alistralia

December 2006
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Tha Honoursble Kewin Rudd MP
Prime  Minister ot the LCommonwealth of
ALisiraiia

December 2008

Signed  fwr wd o
Slale .'".__,l'-.-'"Jr!'(;'} SouEh e E,'}f
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The Honourable Kathzn Feos Mpb
Premier of the State of New South Walsas

December X008

Sipned for and  m
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The Honcuraole Arna BHph MP
Fremier of the 5.:0 of Queensland

December 2008

bigned  for  awd  om
State nf South Avstrulin by
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The Honourahie Mike Ranr mE
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Decomber 2008

Sigred for and m behelf of the Auwshaizn
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Jon Btanhope i
Chief Mirdster of the
Anstralian Capital Territary

Decemiber 2000

The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agreement as follows:

Bigned  for amd  m
Stadr uf Victmig by

o
]

The Honourable tobn: Brumby pmP
Frerder of the State of Yictarla

23 December 2008

behialy  of  the
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befudll  of e

The Honourable Colin Barnent MF
Premier of tha State of Western Australia
December 2008
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. befall  of
Sfite -_5." Tresmeia by

The Movcuraizle David Bartiast s
Premier of the State of Tasmania
December 2E08

Signed for and on behall of the Northern
Teiritorly iy

The: Honourabie Paul Hendorsan MLA
Chigf Minister of the MNorthern Tenluy of
Alstralia

Dacember 2008

Yaps



The Parties have canflimed their cormitment to this agreament as toflaws:

Signed for mid s Meidfof the Common it
of Autstenlin by
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The Honourable Ievin Rude w10

Prine: Ministar of the Commnarwealth of Ausnialic

Decenbear oooB
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Dacarer 2008
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Fremler of thi S<ate of Soui Aosrelia
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sigmed for and oo Twhalf of the Austabio
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Doormber 2008
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24 Dorsrbe: 2008

behadf  of  the
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e Honourable David Bz MF
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Criel Miniater of the Murthen Tenttery of Australla

Decerrber z2o0d

Tuamy




Signiad for wnd oo beialf of #he Conmmonoealth
cf Australin by

The Honourobhie Xevin Budd &P
dpme kbnisle of 1o Commonwesalh o
Ausirolic

Decembar 2008

Signed fr and oo
Siahe af Wew South Wides by

bl of  the

The Honowolzs Hathan Rees fRP
ey er of the Statz o New Sooth wislos

Docember 2008

Bigpad fw  and  om
Shitiz of Duevristand my

belwlf  of  the
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Premier cof the Stole ot Guesrsland
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Sitgned for  and  on kedall af  the
State of Soondlt Avslralin by 2

-’én_—_"‘-u . N .
The HoporcBhle Mikke BEonn M2

Framier of thz Stite ot socuth Austroio
|¥  December 2008

Sipred for end on behalt of the Austradinn
Capital Tevrilory Ty

Jon Sknhape KLA
Chet rAirismer ezl the
Mustrolan Caoita Tortory

Cecemioer 2008

The MPartes have corfirmed “hel commyhment to this ameamen? Gs fol ows:
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Cocember 2008
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Decembar 2008

Signed for  and  on
5tate of Thsmunnia by
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B emier of the Slole ol Tasmonic

Lecemiyer 2008

Signed fir and cn behalf of the Nerthern
Territury by

Tha Henguralds Bavl Benderson Als
Coiet Mosior of the Morthem Terion of
ALstral o

Docembaar 2008
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Tre Honeurahle Kavin Sudd wF
Pe' e M nlsier of the Commarwealth of & ostralia
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Bimmed  for oand o
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befuwlf  of M

The Hononiabis Mathan Kzos P
Fremler of r1e S=ate of Mewr South Wwales

December zood

Bigned for @d oon Inefm{.'f. of  the
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Fremierof -he Seats of Quzersland
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Freoniar of the Siate of SoUby Avstalbn
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Jo Stanhopa i 4
Chlef Minlster of the Australian Cepitai T THory
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The Partisy have contirmads thalr comenitment o thic agreemernt as follows:

Bigmed for ond  on e
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The Partias have carfirmed their commitment to thes agreemerrs as followrs:
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December zood
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Bigned ﬁu' and  om
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Signea  for  and  ow
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December 2008

Signed fir  omd  oom
State of Veeslerm Austrdir by

hetwl  of

The Henoorabla Cotin Sarnstt 0AR
Freie: of ihe Staze of Western Ausizabia

Decoriaer 2o08

Bigred for  and i
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Th:e MHarourabls David Barliei: MP
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e
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Ch ef plinisrar oS tha Merthierm Verrltony o Austrelia

Dezrerr ber zo0b



The Parties have confirmead their commitment to ihis agreement as foilows:

Signed for mad on Delalof the Commontoeslin
af Aushaaiia Iy

The Ftnourzble Kevin Rudc MP
Frime  Mimister of thz  Commoewoaltn of
ALl rade

Pecembsai 2008

Signed  for  opmd ol
Sigie of W St Alles Ty

pahalf  of  the

The Harorrable Hethan Reas e
Prenyier of the Staio oF MNew Souli Walcs

Decemer 2008

Biened  jov oand m

] hehalf  of  the
Stufe of Oneerslang hy

The Honourablz Anna Biigh MP
Promisy of the State of Guoensland

Decembier 2004

Slered o oand o
Snaie o f Sondt Aualalia vy

Delmdt” ol the

The Hensurable Miks Rann 43
Premics of the Stake of Seuth Australia

December 2008

Sigaed for ard on bahall nf tha Austealion
Capital Terdiory oy

Jon Sianhope MLA
Chict winiszer of e
Austrelian Cazila' Ferrirary

Docombey 2003

Siemed  for oand oo weledl w0 the
h F -
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The Honourakls Codin Barnait KP
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Becember 2008
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The Hondamirazhe David Bartiets a2
Fremiz oif Lhe 5tate of Tasmaniz

Yecember 2008
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The Honoorable Peel Handsrson LA

Chiet wamister of T Rorther Terdtory of
Ausiralia

4% December 2008

Page 7



