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This Agreement supports Universal Access to and improved participation by children in
quality early childhood education in the year before full-time school, with a focus on
vulnerable and disadvantaged children.



National Partnership
Agreement on Universal Access
to Early Childhood Education

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT
ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL RELATIONS

PRELIMINARIES

1.

This National Partnership Agreement (the Agreement) is subject to the provisions of the
Intergovernmental Agreement on Federal Financial Relations (IGA FFR) and should be read in
conjunction with that Agreement and its Schedules, which provide information in relation to
performance reporting and payment arrangements under the IGA FFR.

In entering this Agreement, the Commonwealth and the States and Territories (the Parties)
recognise that they have a mutual interest in improving outcomes in early childhood
education and need to work together to achieve those outcomes.

Under the previous National Partnership Agreement on Early Childhood Education, the Parties
committed to ensuring that by 30 June 2013 every child has access to a quality early childhood
education program in the 12 months before full-time schooling for 15 hours per week,
40 weeks per year, delivered by a 4 year degree qualified early childhood teacher. The Parties
agreed that the early childhood education program would be delivered in a manner that met
the needs of parents and working families and ensured that cost did not present a barrier to
access (especially for Indigenous and disadvantaged children, including remote Indigenous
children), including through innovative means such as via the internet for children in remote
areas.

This Agreement is a further step towards achieving the National Early Childhood Development
Strategy vision that ‘by 2020, all children have the best start in life to create a better future for
themselves and for the nation’ and builds on the significant progress towards this vision made
under the previous National Partnership Agreement on Early Childhood Education. This vision,
endorsed by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG), is also supported by the National
Partnership Agreements on the National Quality Agenda for Early Childhood Education and
Care and on Indigenous Early Childhood Development.

The Parties are committed to maintaining Universal Access to quality early childhood
education program(s) for all children in the year before full-time school for 600 hours per year,
delivered by a degree qualified early childhood teacher who meets the National Quality
Framework requirements with a focus on participation by vulnerable and disadvantaged
children. The Parties recognise that participation in quality early childhood education
programs is especially important for vulnerable and disadvantaged children in improving their
life-long social inclusion, educational outcomes and economic participation. The Parties



recognise that children who are vulnerable can be found across all socio-economic groups, as
evident in Australian Early Development Index data.

The Parties recognise that achieving the policy objectives and outcomes of this Agreement
will assist in improving children’s outcomes and their transition to school. Engagement with
quality early childhood education programs before full-time schooling contributes to
children’s early learning, socialisation and development and has longer term benefits for
children, families and society through increased participation, economic productivity and
social inclusion.

Commonwealth funding under this Agreement or elements of this Agreement is anticipated to
have an impact on children’s participation in quality early childhood education programs in the
year before full time schooling in such a way that further funding beyond the term of this
Agreement may be required if those levels are to be maintained and improved.

This Agreement will be implemented consistently with the objectives and outcomes of all
National Agreements and National Partnerships agreed by the Parties, under the broad policy
framework of the National Early Childhood Development Strategy. The Parties are committed
to addressing the issue of social inclusion, including responding to Indigenous disadvantage
(for example, the reform commitments provided in the National Indigenous Reform
Agreement) and those commitments are embodied in the objectives and outcomes of this
Agreement.

This Agreement will also be implemented consistently with the key objectives of the National
Disability Strategy 2010-2020, as agreed by COAG in 2011, which seeks to improve the lives of
people with disability, promote participation, and create a more inclusive society. The Parties
are committed to supporting the vision of the Strategy for an inclusive Australian society that
enables people with disability to fulfil their potential as equal citizens, and its aims, which
include driving improved performance of mainstream services in delivering outcomes for
people with disability.

PART 1 — FORMALITIES

Parties to this Agreement

10.

This Agreement is between the Commonwealth of Australia (the Commonwealth) and the
States and Territories (the States).

Term of the Agreement

11.

This Agreement will commence as soon as the Commonwealth and one other Party sign the
Agreement, and will expire on 30 June 2015, or on completion of the project, including the
acceptance of final performance reporting and processing of final payments against
performance benchmarks or project milestones. Funding under the Agreement covers service
delivery from 1July 2013 to 31 December 2014, consistent with the COAG’s agreement of
19 April 2013 that funding for this Agreement is intended to ensure service delivery is not
interrupted or reduced in 2013 or 2014. The Agreement may be terminated earlier or
extended as agreed in writing by the Parties.



PART 2 — OBJECTIVES, OUTCOMES AND OUTPUTS

Objectives

12.

13.

The Parties reaffirm their commitment to maintain Universal Access to quality early childhood
education program(s), with a focus on improved participation of vulnerable and disadvantaged
children, and in a manner that meets the needs of children, parents and communities and
ensures that cost is not a barrier to participation.

Children living in remote Indigenous communities remain a focus for Universal Access with an
ongoing commitment to ensure that every Indigenous four year old in a remote community
has access to a quality early childhood education program.

Outcomes

14.

This Agreement will contribute to continuing the reforms under the National Partnership on
Early Childhood Education and facilitate children’s early learning and development and
transition to school, through maintaining Universal Access to and improving participation in
affordable, quality early childhood education program(s), including that:

(@) vulnerable and disadvantaged children have access to and participate in an affordable,
quality early childhood education program;

(b) Indigenous children have access to and participate in an affordable, quality early
childhood education program; and

(c) the achievement of the Closing the Gap target is maintained, to ensure access to early
childhood education for all Indigenous four year olds in remote communities.

Outputs

15.

The objectives and outcomes of this Agreement will be achieved by:

(@) implementing accessible quality early childhood education programs which meet the
needs of parents and communities at a cost which does not present a barrier to
participation, particularly for vulnerable and disadvantaged children;

(b) delivering strategies and actions targeting the participation of vulnerable and
disadvantaged children; and

(c) delivering strategies and actions targeting the participation of Indigenous children,
including in remote areas.

PART 3 — ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH PARTY

16.

To realise the objectives and commitments in this Agreement, each Party has specific roles
and responsibilities, as outlined below.

Role of the Commonwealth

17.

The Commonwealth agrees to be accountable for the following roles and responsibilities:

(@) providing a financial contribution to assist the States to maintain Universal Access and
achieve the agreed performance benchmarks;



(b)

()
(d)

monitoring and assessing the performance in the delivery of services under this
Agreement;

compiling and publishing the annual National Report as set out in clause 28; and

coordinating the development of Implementation Plans in partnership with the States.

Role of the States and Territories

18. The States agree to be accountable for the following roles and responsibilities:

(@)

(b)
()

(d)

developing Implementation Plans in partnership with the Commonwealth, including
strategies to support access and participation by vulnerable and disadvantaged children;

delivering on outcomes and outputs agreed in the State Implementation Plan;

reporting on the delivery of outcomes and outputs as set out in Part 4 — Performance
Monitoring and Reporting; and

implementing quality early childhood education programs.

Shared roles and responsibilities

19. The Commonwealth and the States share the following roles and responsibilities:

(@)

(b)

(0)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(9)

participating in consultations between the Parties as appropriate regarding the
implementation of this Agreement;

removing barriers to participation in an early education program, including ensuring cost
is not a barrier (especially for vulnerable and disadvantaged children, including those in
remote locations) and provision is in a form that meets the needs of families under this
agreement;

negotiating new or revised Schedules, including Implementation Plans, to this
Agreement;

conducting the review of this Agreement;

continuing to collaborate on data development and collection to improve transparency
and reporting of outputs and outcomes on early childhood education;

agreeing a definition of vulnerable and disadvantaged children for monitoring purposes
in Implementation Plans; and collaborating to develop a nationally agreed definition of
vulnerable and disadvantaged children over time; and

further developing, implementing and reporting Agreement performance in line with
the Early Childhood Education and Care National Minimum Data Set.

20. The Parties will meet the requirements of Schedule E, Clause 26 of the IGA FFR by ensuring
that prior agreement is reached on the nature and content of any events, announcements,
promotional material or publicity relating to activities under an Implementation Plan, and that
the roles of both Parties will be acknowledged and recognised appropriately.

Implementation Plans

21.  The Commonwealth and the States will agree Implementation Plans that will set out each
jurisdiction’s strategy for maintaining Universal Access to 31 December 2014 and delivering on



22.

the outcomes and outputs set out in Part 2 — Objectives, Outcomes and Outputs of the
Agreement, including:

(@) attendance performance benchmarks for 2013 and 2014;

(b) details of priorities and strategies to facilitate participation by vulnerable and
disadvantaged children in early childhood education programs (including current
strategies), as well as to address critical gaps in support;

(c)  demonstrating how these strategies will address the issue of cost as a potential barrier
to participation by vulnerable and disadvantaged children;

(d) strategies to maintain the Closing the Gap target of ensuring access to early childhood
education for all Indigenous four years olds in remote communities; and

(e) other state-based collections or data sources which, as agreed with the Commonwealth
in Implementation Plans, may be required to supplement the National Early Childhood
Education and Care Collection (National Collection), pending further data development.

Following the release of the National Collection data each year, Implementation Plans will be
reviewed. Where a State is on track to meet its Performance Benchmarks the review would
likely confirm that the Implementation Plan remains acceptable and that no amendments are
required. Where a State is not on track to meet its performance benchmarks its
Implementation Plan may require amendment to ensure that its strategies are adequate to
achieve its Performance Benchmarks.

PART 4 — PERFORMANCE MONITORING AND REPORTING

23.

Achievement of the objectives and outcomes in this Agreement will be informed with
reference to the performance indicators detailed in Table 1: Outcomes, Outputs, Performance
Indicators and Performance Benchmarks. Schedule A: Monitoring and Reporting details the
collection methodology, definitions and disaggregation required for monitoring of this
agreement.

Data Collection

24.

25.

26.

The annual National Collection is the primary data source for matters under this Agreement
and for the measurement of achievement of benchmarks and monitoring of progress under
this Agreement.

State based collections or data may be used to supplement the National Collection where it is
agreed with the Commonwealth prior to the publication of the National Collection each year
and for the purposes of reporting between collections and in the Progress Report. In addition,
States may provide contextual information to aid interpretation should they wish to do so.

The Parties agree to work towards refining the National Collection (while maintaining
comparability across collections for the purposes of tracking progress over time) to make it the
sole data source for the measurement of achievement of benchmarks and monitoring of
progress by the end of this Agreement.



Table 1: Outcomes, Outputs, Performance Indicators and Performance Benchmarks

Outcomes

Outputs

Performance Indicators

Performance Benchmarks/Targets

Maintaining Universal Access to and
improving participation in affordable,
quality early childhood education
program(s), including that:

i. vulnerable and disadvantaged
children have access to and
participate in an affordable,
quality early childhood education
program.

ii. Indigenous children have access
to, and participate in an
affordable, quality early
childhood education program.

iii. the achievement of the Closing
the Gap target is maintained, to
ensure access to early childhood
education for all Indigenous four
year olds in remote
communities.

Implementing accessible, quality
early childhood education programs
which meet the needs of parents
and communities at a cost which
does not present a barrier to
participation, particularly for
vulnerable and disadvantaged
children.

Delivering strategies and actions
targeting the participation of
vulnerable and disadvantaged
children.

Delivering strategies and actions
targeting the participation of
Indigenous children, including in
remote areas.

Teacher Qualifications

1. The proportion of early childhood
education programs delivered by a
degree qualified early childhood
teacher who meets the National
Quality Framework requirements.

95 per cent*

Access to Quality Program

2. The proportion of children enrolled
in the year before full-time school in
quality early childhood education
program(s).

95 per cent of children including:

e 95 percent of Indigenous
children; and

e 95 percent of vulnerable and
disadvantaged children.

Program Availability

3. The proportion of enrolled children,
enrolled in the year before full-time
school in quality early childhood
education program(s) available for 600
hours per year.

95 per cent of enrolled children

including:

e 95 percent of Indigenous
children; and

e 9og5percent of vulnerable and
disadvantaged children.

Attendance

4. The proportion of enrolled children
who attend, in the year before full -
time school, quality early childhood
education program(s) available for 600
hours per year.

Annual targets agreed in
Implementation Plans taking into
account a jurisdiction's starting
point and moving to 9o per cent
over time.

* Includes service waivers with respect to early childhood teachers under the National Quality Framework




Performance Milestones

27.

Subject to the Commonwealth’s agreement that achievement of milestones and performance

benchmarks is demonstrated through the National Collection and in each States’ Progress
Report, payments will be made to each State in accordance with Table 2 below.

Table 2: Project deliverables and payments

Report Due
date

Deliverable

Funding

2012-13

20 May
2013

e In-advance project payment in recognition of the costs of
service delivery

State allocation
for 2012-13 as per

Table 3.

2013-14

1July 2013

e The Commonwealth has received and accepted the State’s
Implementation Plan

30 per cent

1July 2013

Subject to the state’s implementation plan having been
accepted:

e The State has met performance benchmarks for 2012 for
teacher qualifications, access to quality program and
program availability; and

e the State has provided evidence that is acceptable to the
Commonwealth that it is on track for delivery of the
Universal Access commitment by 30 June 2013, as agreed
under the previous National Partnership on Early Childhood
Education.

OR

e If a State does not meet performance benchmarks for 2012
for teacher qualifications, access to quality program and
program availability performance benchmarks for 2012 or
does not provide evidence acceptable to the
Commonwealth that it is on track for delivery of the
Universal Access commitment by 30 June 2013, as agreed

under the previous National Partnership on Early Childhood

Education by 30 June 2013, however it

o demonstrates improvement from the 2011 performance

benchmarks*, and

o commits to action agreed with the Commonwealth,
including specifying in its Implementation Plan detailed
strategies of how it will be taken.

4o per cent

20 per cent

20
December
2013

e The Commonwealth has received and accepted the State’s
Progress Report, including addressing whether service
provision has been maintained throughout 2013.

30 per cent.

30 March
2014

e Where a State has not received its full annual allocation of
funding for 2013-14, the remaining proportion of
performance-based funding is payable, in 2013-14, where
the Commonwealth agrees that the State has

Remaining
proportion
(if required)
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Report Due
date

Deliverable

Funding

demonstrated it has met performance benchmarks for
teacher qualifications, access to quality program and
program availability following the release of the 2013
National Collection, including evidence of achievement of
the Universal Access commitment of the National
Partnership on Early Childhood Education (see clause 24).

2014-15

1 July 2014

Following release of National Collection data in the previous
financial year, review of Implementation Plan:

o agreement that no change is required; or
o acceptance of revised Implementation Plan.

30 per cent

OR

The State meets performance benchmarks for teacher
qualifications, access to quality program and program
availability identified in Table 1 of the Agreement.

If a State does not meet performance benchmarks for

teacher qualifications, access to quality program and

program availability , identified in Table 1 of the

Agreement, however it:

o demonstrates improvement against results reported in
the National Report in 2013 **, and

o commits to action agreed with the Commonwealth,
including specifying in its Implementation Plan detailed
strategies of how it will be taken.

40 per cent

20 per cent

20
December
2014

The Commonwealth has received and accepted the State’s
Progress Report, including addressing whether service
provision has been maintained throughout the year.

30 per cent

30 March
2015

Where a State has not received its full annual allocation of
funding for 2014-15, the remaining proportion of
performance-based funding is payable in the 2014-15,
where the Commonwealth agrees that the State has
demonstrated it has met performance benchmarks for
teacher qualifications, access to quality program and
program availability following the release of the 2014
National Collection, including evidence of achievement of
the Universal Access commitment of the National
Partnership on Early Childhood Education (see clause 24).

Remaining
proportion
(if required)

* Where a State does not meet performance benchmarks for 2012 — a State would need to
demonstrate a minimum improvement of 5o per cent of the distance between performance
benchmarks for 2011 and 2012 for teacher qualifications, access to quality program and program

availability.

** Where a State does not meet performance benchmarks, identified in Table 1 of the Agreement, — a State
would need to demonstrate a minimum improvement against teacher qualifications, access to quality program
and program availability benchmarks of 5o per cent of the distance between results reported in the National
Report in 2013 and the performance benchmark.




Reporting arrangements

28.

29.

The Commonwealth will compile and publish an annual National Report summarising national
and State achievement of performance benchmarks, using the National Collection and any
supplementary information from individual States. Any supplementary information must be
provided to the Commonwealth by 30 April 2014 and 2015, to enable any remaining allocation
for the relevant financial year to be paid by 30 June.

Each State will provide a Progress Report by 20 December 2013 and 2014 setting out progress
on their Implementation Plan, including any agreed targeted strategies, and any additional
information on action concerning achievement of performance benchmarks or any other
issues that have arisen.

PART 5 — FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

Financial contributions

30.

31.

32.

33.

The Commonwealth will provide a total financial contribution to the States of $655.6 million in
respect of this Agreement. The estimated allocation by State is set out in Table 3. The funding
allocation is calculated according to the proportion of the four year old population, using the
2011 Census estimate resident population of four year olds.

The Commonwealth will also invest $4.5 million for national early childhood data
development, review and research activities.

The Commonwealth’s funding contribution will not be reduced where the States secure
funding from other activity partners through innovative and collaborative partnerships.

The Commonwealth’s contribution to the operation of this Agreement, including through

National Partnership payments to the States paid in accordance with Schedule D — Payment
Arrangements of the IGA FFR, are shown in Table 3. All allocations are exclusive of GST.

10



Table 3: Estimated financial contributions by State’

(% million) 2012-13  2013-14  2014-15 Total
New South Wales 4.8 131.4 76.0 212.2
Victoria 3.5 97.9 56.6 158.1
Queensland 3.1 85.0 49.2 137.2
Western Australia 1.6 43.8 25.4 70.8
South Australia 1.0 27.3 15.8 44.1
Tasmania 0.3 9.0 5.2 14.6
Australian Capital Territory 0.2 6.4 3.7 10.4
Northern Territory 0.2 5.1 3.0 8.3
National Partnership Payments to 14.7 406.0 234.9 655.6

States and Territories

National Pool Allocation 0 3 1.5 4.5
(Commonwealth own-purpose expense)

Total 14.7 409.0 236.4 660.1

Note 1: Funding amounts are based on 100% per capita (4 year old ERP, 2011 Census). Amounts may not add up due to rounding.

Project management risk

34-

Having regard to the agreed Commonwealth contribution to projects specified in an
Implementation Plan, States will not be required to pay a refund to the Commonwealth if the
actual cost of a project is less than the contribution of the Commonwealth towards the
project. Similarly, the States bear all responsibility for the costs of a project above the agreed
Commonwealth contribution. The Parties acknowledge that this arrangement provides the
maximum incentive for the States to deliver projects cost effectively and efficiently.

PART 6 — GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS

Enforceability of the Agreement

35-

The Parties do not intend any of the provisions of this Agreement to be legally enforceable.
However, that does not lessen the Parties’ commitment to this Agreement.

Review of the Agreement

36.

37

In accordance with clause E23 of the IGA FFR, this Agreement is time limited. To assess the
degree to which the agreed objectives and outcomes and/or outputs have been achieved, and
inform decisions regarding the appropriate treatment following its expiry, a review of the
Agreement will be scheduled to be completed by 30 June 2014 to enable a decision before the
end of 2014 on service delivery and funding adequacy in 2015.

This Agreement or elements of this Agreement is intended to provide funding to support the
delivery of services to maintain Universal Access and improve participation in quality early
childhood education programs. In reviewing this Agreement, the Parties should consider
whether it has had an impact on both access to and participation in quality early childhood

11



education programs in such a way that further funding beyond the expiry of this Agreement
may be required if those levels are to be maintained and improved.

(@) As part of this process, the Parties should consider whether the overall objectives,
outcomes and/or outputs of the Agreement have been achieved, including the
maintenance of Universal Access nationally and by each jurisdiction; achievements in
improving participation of Indigenous, vulnerable and disadvantaged children; the
efficiency and effectiveness of service delivery models by jurisdiction; funding
allocations by the Commonwealth to each State; funding contributions by each
jurisdiction, including the Commonwealth, and including commitments beyond the
term of this Agreement; and possible funding arrangements following the expiry of
this Agreement.

38. Subject to the outcomes of the review, if the Parties agree that further funding beyond the
term of this Agreement may be required to maintain increased services, they will also consider
this issue when framing their budgets, noting that the necessary policy and budget authority,
including in relation to new policy reforms, are subject to the outcomes of budget processes at
both the Commonwealth and State level.

Variation of the Agreement

39. The Agreement may be amended at any time by agreement in writing by all the Parties.

40. A Party to the Agreement may terminate their participation in the Agreement at any time by
notifying all the other Parties in writing.
Delegations

41. The relevant Commonwealth Minister with portfolio responsibility for early childhood
education is authorised to agree and amend Schedules, including Implementation Plans, to
this Agreement and to certify that performance benchmarks specified under this Agreement
have been achieved, so that payments may be made.

42. Respective State and Territory Ministers with portfolio responsibility for early childhood

education are authorised to agree and amend Schedules, including Implementation Plans, to
this Agreement.

Dispute resolution
43. Any Party may give notice to other Parties of a dispute under this Agreement.
44. Officials of relevant Parties will attempt to resolve any dispute in the first instance.

45. If adispute cannot be resolved by officials, it may be escalated to the relevant Ministers and if
necessary, the relevant Ministerial Council.

46. If a dispute cannot be resolved by the relevant Ministers, it may be referred by a Party to
COAG for consideration.

Interpretation

47. For the purposes of this Agreement, unless otherwise specified, the following terms and
definitions are used throughout this Agreement:

12



(@)

(b)

(0)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

()

(k)

Attendance: the number of hours that each child attends quality early childhood
education program(s), as defined in the National Minimum Data Set.

Early childhood: the period from birth to age 8 years. The major policy focus for this
Agreement will be children in the year before full-time schooling.

Enrolment: a child is on the roll for an early childhood education program, regardless of
where that program is accessed.

Indigenous: people who identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander.

Participation: a child is enrolled and attending a quality early childhood education
program.

Qualified early childhood teacher: a degree qualified early childhood teacher who meets
the National Quality Framework requirements.

Quality early childhood education program: A program delivered in the year before full-
time schooling in a diversity of settings, including long day care centre based services,
stand-alone preschools and preschools that are part of schools. The program is to
provide structured, play-based early childhood education delivered in accordance with
the Early Years Learning Framework and the National Quality Standard and delivered
by a qualified early childhood teacher.

Remote Indigenous community: a community that is classified as either ‘remote’ or ‘very
remote’ according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) classification of
‘Indigenous Location’.

600 Hours: Can be delivered flexibly over the course of the year including through
internet and mobile services for remote locations and can be a combination of
different services for each child.

Universal Access: whereby every child, in the year before full time schooling, has access
to quality early childhood education program(s) delivered for 600 hours in a form that
meets the needs of children, parents and community; and at a cost that does not
present a barrier to participation.

Vulnerable and disadvantaged children: as defined in each State and Territory in
Implementation Plan and may include, but not limited to, children:

e from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds;

e with disability;

e atrisk of being placed in child protection or already in the child protection system;

e in communities identified as having significant vulnerabilities under the Australian
Early Development Index (AEDI);

e inlow-socio economic communities;

e who are refugees or children of refugees at risk; and

e from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.
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The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth
of Australia by

the

and
State of New South Wales by

Signed for on behalf of

The Honourable Barry O'Farrell MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales

[Day] [Month] [Year]

the

Signed for and of

State of Queensland by

on  behalf

The Honourable Campbell Newman MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

[Day] [Month] [Year]

the

Signed for and on of

State of South Australia by

behalf

The Honourable Jay Weatherill MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Katy Gallagher MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

[Day] [Month] [Year]

14

the

on  behalf

Signed for and of

State of Victoria by

The Honourable Dr Denis Napthine MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

[Day] [Month] [Year]

behalf the

Signed for and on of

State of Western Australia by

The Honourable Colin Barnett MLA
Premier of the State of Western Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

behalf the

Signed for and of

State of Tasmania by

on

The Honourable Lara Giddings MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

The Honourable Adam Giles MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]




The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth
of Australia by

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of New South Wales by

The Honourable Barry O'Farrell MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales.

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behdlf of the
State of Queensland by

The Honourable Campbell Newman MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of South Australia by

The Honourable Jay Weatherill MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

. Katy Gallagher MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on

behalf of the
State of Victoria by '

The Honourable Dr Denis Napthine MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Western Australia by

The Honourable Colin Barnett MLA
Premier of the State of Western Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

able Lar
Premier of the State ofT smama

Giddiggs MP

[Day] Month] [
+ .

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

- The Honourable Adam Giles MLA
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Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia
[Day] [Month] [Year]




The Pasties have confinmed their ¢ommiitmet to this agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth.

of Australiq by

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP _
Prime Minister'of the Commonwaealth of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on  behalf of the

State of New South: Wales by
, N 7

The Honoutable Barry O'Farrell MP
Prernier of the State of New South Wales

[Pay] [Manth] [Year]

‘Signed for and on  belialf of the
State of Queensland by ’

The Honourable Campbell Newman MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for  and on  behalf of the

State of South Australia by

The Honourable Jay Weatherill MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian

Capital Territory by

Katy GallagherMLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

[Day] [Month] [Year]
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Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Victoria by

The Honourable Dr Denis Napthine MP
Premier of the State of Victoria
[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for wid  on behalf  of  the
State of Western.Australin by

The Honourable Colin Barnett MLA
Prerhier of the Staté of Western'Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on  belalf of the
State of Tasnania by o

The Honaurable Lara Giddings MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

[Dayl [Month] [Year]

Signed for anid on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

The Henourable Adam Giles MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia
[Day] [Month] [Year]




The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agreement as follows:

Signed for and on belulf of the Contmonwealti
of Australia by

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on belnlf of the
State of New Soutli Wales by

The Honourable Barry O'Farrell MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Queensland by

The Honourable Campbell Newman MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

[Day] [Month] [Year]

ehalf of the

Signed for (md7m
State of South75{7 nb

Date: 7 /é /, 3

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Katy Gallagher MLA
Chief Minlster of the Australian Capital Territory

[Day] [Month] [Year]

14

Signed for and on belnlf of the
State of Victorin by

The Honourable Dr Denis Napthine MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Western Australia by

The Honourable Colin Barnett MLA
Premier of the State of Western Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of fthe
State of Tasmania by

The Honourable Lara Giddings MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

[Dayl [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

The Honourable Adam Giles MLA
Chlef Minlster of the Northern Territory of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]




The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth
of Australia by

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of New South Wales by

The Honourable Barry O'Farrell MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behdlf of the
State of Queensland by

Premier of the State of Queensland
[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of South Australia by

The Honourable Jay Weatherill MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by
OZOJ,L? 0O GAAOY L~

Katy Gallagher MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

Q} June 2013
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Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Victorin by

The Honourable Dr Denis Napthine MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Western Australia by

The Honourable Colin Barnett MLA
Premier of the State of Western Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Tasmania by

The Honourable Lara Giddings MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

The Honourable Adam Giles MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]




The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agreement as follows:
Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth

of Australia by

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of New South Wales by

The Honourable Barry O'Farrell MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Queensland by

The Honourable Campbell Newman MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

[Day] [Month] [Year].

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of South Australia by

The Honourable Jay Weatherill MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

[Day] [Monfh] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Katy Gallagher MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Victoria by

The Honourable Dr Denis Napbiine MP -
Premier of the State of Victoria

Date: ¥ 1 JUN 2013

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Western Australin by

The Honourable Colin Barnett MLA
Premier of the State of Western Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the

State of Tasmania by

The Honourable Lara Giddings MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

The Honourable Adam Giles MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]
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The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonuwealth
of Australia by

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of New South Walesby

The Honourable Barry O'Farrell MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behdf of the
State of Queensland by

The Honourable CampBeII Newman MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of (the
State of South Australia by

The Honourable Jay Weatherill MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

‘Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Katy Gallagher MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Victoria by

The Honourable Dr Denis Napthine MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Western Australia by

The Honourable Dr Kim Hames MLA
Acting Premier of the State of Western Australia

6 June 2013

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of Tasmania by ' :

The Honourable Lara Giddings MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania -

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the ‘Northern

Territory by . :

The Honourable Adam Giles MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]




The Parties have confirmed theii commitment fo this agreemert as follows:

Signed for-and on behalf of the Commonwealth
of Australia by

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth:of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of New South Wales by

The Honourable Barry O'Farrell MP
Prémier of the State of New South Walés
[Dayl [Month] [Year] |

Signed for and on  behaf of ‘the
State of Queensland by

The Honourable Campbell Newman MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the
State of South Australia by

The Honourable Jay Weatherill MP-
Premier of the State of South Australia

[Day] [Menth] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by '

Katy Gallagher MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Tetritory

[Day] [Month] [Year]
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Signed for and on  behalf of the
State of Victorin by

The Honourable Dr Denis Napthine MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

[Day] [Mornth] [Year]

Signed for and on  behalf of the
State of Western Australia by

The Honourable Colin Barnett MEA
Premier of the State of Western Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on  behalf of the
State of Tasmania by

The Honourable Lara Giddings MP
Premier-of the:State of Tasmania

[Day] [Month] [Year]

LA,
pfthern Territgry: of

V1 Month] [YqarT}
" 36|




The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth
of Australia by

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on the

State of New South Wales by

behalf  of

The Honourable Barry O'Farrell MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales
[Day] [Month] [Year]

on  behalf the

of

\p

I P -

urable Campbell Newman MP

Premier of the Nz)eof ueenslg.r'ld
/

[lgy][ il 9>

Signed for and on

State of South Australia by

the

behalf  of

The Honourable Jay Weatherill MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory
[Day] [Month] [Year]
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Signed for and the

State of Victoria by

on

behalf  of

The Honourable Dr Denis Napthine MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

[Day] [Month] [Year]

the

Signed for and on of

State of Western Australia by

behalf

The Honourable Colin Barnett MLA
Premier of the State of Western Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]

on  behalf the

Signed for and of

State of Tasmania by

The Honourable Lara Giddings MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

[Day] [Month] [Year]

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

The Honourable Adam Giles MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

[Day] [Month] [Year]




SCHEDULE A: MONITORING AND REPORTING

Monitoring is a key part of ensuring that governments are progressing on agreed outcomes and objectives within the specified timeframes. The
following tables are a guide to inform the definitions and specifications of data for the measurement of progress against performance benchmarks

and the range of monitoring information under this Agreement.

Table A1 in this Schedule outlines the proposed specifications, agreed definitions and potential data developments that will be needed to measure
achievement against each performance benchmark for the performance indicators detailed in Table 1 of this Agreement.

Table A2 of this Schedule provides details of monitoring information which is to be maintained under this Agreement and was part of the NP ECE
2008 — 2013.
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Table Aa1: Performance indicators, proposed specifications, currently used definitions and data development needs

Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

1. The proportion of early
childhood education
programs delivered by a
qualified early childhood
teacher.

Source:
National Early Childhood Education
and Care Collection

Numerator:

The number of early childhood
education programs with at least one
qualified early childhood teacher who
usually delivers an early childhood
education program to children in the
year before full-time school

Denominator:

The total number of early childhood
education programs containing
children in the year before full-time
school.

Numerator + Denominator X 100 =

Proportion

Key Definitions:

An early childhood education
program is defined in the
Interpretation section of this
Agreement as a program delivered in
a diversity of settings, including long
day care centre based services, stand-

e Apreschool (early childhood
education) program is defined as a
structured, play based learning
program, delivered by a degree
qualified teacher aimed at children in
the year or two before they
commence full-time schooling,
irrespective of the type of institution
that provides it or whether it is
government funded or privately
provided. Information is collected on
arange of service settings to capture
both a strict Universal Access
definition of a ‘preschool program’,
but also broader information on
service activity.

e Apersonisdefined as a teacher if
they are 3 or 4 year degree-qualified
(or equivalent) and usually deliver a
preschool program in the reference
week. Higher degrees and lower level
qualifications are also collected.

e Aqualification is measured by
collection of the field in which each
person has attained their highest
ECEC-related qualification. Fields of
teaching currently collected include

e States and Territories have advised
that considerable development
would be required to ensure that
teacher qualifications and the
scoping of their collections are
aligned with requirements of
ACECQA descriptions for past and
current qualifications.

e Additional development of data
may be required to ensure
consistency with Agreement
definitions for an early childhood
education program, including
development of data on services
operating with an early childhood
teacher temporary waiver.

e Alternative data sources may
include the National Workforce
Census ,the National Quality
Agenda IT System and further data
collected by States and Territories.
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Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

alone preschools and preschools that
are part of schools. The program is to
provide structured, play-based early
childhood education delivered in
accordance with the Early Years
Learning Framework and the National
Quiality Standard.

A qualified early childhood teacher is
defined in the Interpretation section
of this Agreement.

teaching (early childhood related),
teaching (primary) and teaching
(other e.g. special education).

2. The proportion of children
enrolled in the year before
full-time school in quality
early childhood education
program(s).

This indicator will be disaggregated

for:

¢ Indigenous children by state/
territory

¢ Indigenous children by
remoteness areas (major cities,
regional, remote and very remote)

e vulnerable and disadvantaged
children.

Source:

For all children and Indigenous
children: National Early Childhood
Education and Care (ECEC) Collection,
ABS Estimated Resident Population
and Experimental Estimates and
Projections, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Australians (latest)
(using remoteness categories based

e Achildis considered to be enrolled if
they are present for at least one hour
during the reference week, or have
been absent in the reference week
due toiillness or holiday leave but are
expected to return.

e Data onindividual hours of
enrolment in the reference week for
each child is collected.

e Data on the number of weeks of
service operation in the calendar year
is also collected at the service level.

e Unique child counts rather than
‘episode level’ counts are the unit of
measure where available. Only 4 and
5 year old children are included in
reporting on enrolments.

e Disadvantage is measured using the
ABS SEIFA IRSD, with the lowest

e Data onthe number of service
operation weeks may be used to
determine availability of an early
childhood education program over
the year. Additional data
development may be required to
ensure variable delivery patterns
across the year are adequately
represented.

e Tocollect and report national data
on vulnerable and disadvantaged
children requires development
beyond the current measure of
disadvantage using SEIFA IRSD,
with jurisdictions to commit to data
development as part of this
Agreement, including agreement
on:

o national definition(s)
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Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

on the Accessibility/ Remoteness
Index of Australia (ARIA) where
applicable).

For disadvantaged children: currently
National ECEC Collection uses Socio-
Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA)
Index of Relative Socio Economic
Disadvantage (IRSD) measure of
disadvantage. May require further
review in development of national
definition(s).

Disadvantaged and vulnerable
children to be defined through
Implementation Plans with a view to
agreement on national definition over
time. A definition of various
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups
isincluded in the Interpretation
section to this Agreement. Pending
further data development and
national definition(s), in agreement
with the Commonwealth, jurisdictions
will be able to establish their own
baseline and use data agreed in their
Implementation Plans, as well as
national data, to monitor progress for
vulnerable and disadvantaged
children.

Numerator:

quintile being used as a proxy for the
most disadvantaged. Some
jurisdictions use other measures of
disadvantage such as possession of a
Health Care Card.

o datasources
o reporting (and by when).
e Aparticular focus of data

development on vulnerable and
disadvantaged children will be

children with disability (in line

with

agreement under the National

Disability Strategy to improve
data).
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Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

The number of children aged 4 and 5
years old as at 1 July of the collection
year (for each selected population
group), who are enrolled in a quality
early childhood education program in
the year before full-time school.

Denominator:

Estimated number of children aged
4 years old, as at 30 June of the
collection year.

Numerator + Denominator X 100 =

Proportion

Key definitions:
Enrolment is defined in the

Interpretation section of this
Agreement —a child is enrolled if
he/she is on the ‘roll’ for an early
childhood education program,
regardless of where that program is
accessed.

An Indigenous child is one who has (or
has been) identified as Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander. Data on
Indigenous children by remoteness
areas (major cities, regional, remote
and very remote) is to be reported at
the national level only, consistent
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Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

with reporting in the National
Indigenous Reform Agreement.

For disadvantaged children: currently
National ECEC Collection uses SEIFA
IRSD measure of disadvantage. May
require further review in development
of national definition(s).

Disadvantaged and vulnerable
children to be defined through
Implementation Plans with a view to
agreement on national definition over
time. A definition of various
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups
isincluded in the Interpretation
section to this Agreement.

3. The proportion of enrolled
children, enrolled in the year
before full-time school, in
quality early childhood
education program(s)
available for 600 hours per
year.

This indicator will be disaggregated

for:

¢ Indigenous children by state/
territory

¢ Indigenous children by
remoteness areas (major cities,
regional, remote and very remote)

e vulnerable and disadvantaged
children.

Source:

For all children and Indigenous
children: National Early Childhood
Education and Care (ECEC) Collection,

A child is considered to be enrolled if
they are present for at least one hour
during the reference week, or have
been absent in the reference week
due toillness or holiday leave but are
expected to return.

Data on individual hours of
enrolment in the reference week for
each child is collected.

Data on the number of weeks of
service operation in the calendar year
is also collected at the service level.
Unique child counts rather than

e Data on the number of service
operation weeks may be used to
determine availability of an early
childhood education program over
the year. Additional data
development may be required to
ensure variable delivery patterns
across the year are adequately
represented.

e Tocollect and report national data
on vulnerable and disadvantaged
children requires development
beyond the current measure of
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Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

ABS Estimated Resident Population
and Experimental Estimates and
Projections, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Australians (latest)
(using remoteness categories based
on the Accessibility/Remoteness
Index of Australia (ARIA) where
applicable).

For disadvantaged children: currently
National ECEC Collection uses Socio-
Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA)
Index of Relative Socio Economic
Disadvantage (IRSD) measure of
disadvantage. May require further
review in development of national
definition(s).

Disadvantaged and vulnerable
children to be defined through
Implementation Plans with a view to
agreement on national definition over
time. A definition of various
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups
isincluded in the Interpretation
section to this Agreement. Pending
further data development and
national definition(s), in agreement
with the Commonwealth, jurisdictions
will be able to establish their own
baseline and use data agreed in their

‘episode level’ counts are the unit of
measure where available. Only 4 and
5 year old children are included in
reporting on enrolments.

e Disadvantage is measured using the
ABS SEIFA IRSD, with the lowest
quintile being used as a proxy for the
most disadvantaged. Some
jurisdictions use other measures of
disadvantage such as possession of a
Health Care Card.

disadvantage using SEIFA IRSD,
with jurisdictions to commit to data
development as part of this
Agreement, including agreement
on:

o national definition(s)

o datasources

o reporting (and by when).

A particular focus of data
development on vulnerable and
disadvantaged children will be
children with disability (in line with
agreement under the National
Disability Strategy to improve
data).
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Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

Implementation Plans, as well as
national data, to monitor progress for
vulnerable and disadvantaged
children.

Numerator:

The number of children aged 4 and 5
years old as at 1 July of the collection
year (for each selected population
group) enrolled in the year before full-
time schooling in a quality early
childhood education program(s)
available for at least 600 hours in the
collection year.

Denominator:

Number of 4 and 5 year old children as
at 1 July of the collection year, who
are enrolled in an early childhood
education program in the year before
full-time schooling.

Computation:
Numerator + Denominator X 100 =

Proportion

Key definitions:
Enrolment is defined in the

Interpretation section of this
Agreement —a child is enrolled if
he/she is on the ‘roll’ for an early
childhood education program,
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Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

regardless of where that program is
accessed.

An Indigenous child is one who has (or
has been) identified as Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander. Data on
Indigenous children by remoteness
areas (major cities, regional, remote
and very remote) is to be reported at
the national level only, consistent
with reporting in the National
Indigenous Reform Agreement.

For disadvantaged children: currently
National ECEC Collection uses SEIFA
IRSD measure of disadvantage. May
require further review in development
of national definition(s).

Disadvantaged and vulnerable
children to be defined through
Implementation Plans with a view to
agreement on national definition by
over time. A definition of various
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups
isincluded in the Interpretation
section to this Agreement.

4. The proportion of children
in the year before full-time
school who attend quality
early childhood education

This indicator will be disaggregated

for:

¢ Indigenous children by
state/territory

A child is considered to be attending
a preschool (early childhood
education) program if they are
present for at least one hour during

e Toimprove the collection and
reporting of data on attendance,
states are to commit to reporting
on the proportion of children who
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2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Performance indicator Proposed source of data and data Data development needs

specifications

program(s) available for 600
hours per year.

¢ Indigenous children by
remoteness areas (major cities,
regional, remote)

¢ Indigenous children by

state/territory enrolment in the reference week for early childhood education program
e vulnerable and disadvantaged each child is collected. for the number of hours specified to

children. Data on the number of weeks of meet the benchmark of any revised
Source: service operation in the calendar year performance indicator

For all children and Indigenous
children: National ECEC Collection
(using remoteness categories based
on the Accessibility/Remoteness
Index of Australia (ARIA) where
applicable).

For disadvantaged children: currently
National ECEC Collection uses SEIFA
IRSD measure of disadvantage. May
require further review in development
of national definition(s).

Vulnerable children: to be defined
through Implementation Plans with a
view to agreement on National
definition over time. A definition of
various vulnerable groups is included
in the Interpretation section to this
Agreement.

Pending further data development
and national definition(s), in

the reference week. Data on
individual hours of attendance for
each child are also collected.

Data on individual hours of

is also collected at the service level.
Unique child counts rather than
‘episode level’ counts are the unit of
measure where available. Only 4 and
5 year old children are included in
reporting on attendance.
Disadvantage is measured using the
ABS SEIFA IRSD, with the lowest
quintile being used as a proxy for the
most disadvantaged. Some
jurisdictions use other measures of
disadvantage such as possession of a
Health Care Card.

are in the year before full-time
schooling (including Indigenou

S,

and vulnerable and disadvantaged
children), that are attending an

requirements:

o Ineach year of the Agreement,

at least one hour per week
the reference week.
e Data onthe number of service

in

operation weeks may be used to
determine availability of an early
childhood education program over

the year. Additional data
development may be required

to

ensure variable delivery patterns

across the year are adequately
represented.

e Tocollect and report national data

on vulnerable and disadvantag
children requires development

ed

beyond the current measure of
disadvantage using SEIFA IRSD,

with jurisdictions to commit to
development as part of this

data

Agreement, including agreement

on:
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Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

agreement with the Commonwealth,
jurisdictions will be able to establish
their own baseline and use data
agreed in their Implementation Plans,
as well as national data, to monitor
progress for vulnerable and
disadvantaged children.

Numerator:

The number of children aged 4 and 5
years old as at 1 July of the collection
year, (for each selected population
group) who are attending a quality
early childhood education program
operating for at least 600 hours in the
collection year, which is delivered by a
a qualified early childhood teacher.

Denominator:

The number of children aged 4 and 5
years old as at 1 July of the collection
year (for each selected population
group), who are enrolled in a quality
early childhood education program
operating for at least 600 hours in the
collection year, which is delivered by a
qualified early childhood teacher.

Numerator + Denominator X 100 =

Proportion

o national definition(s)

o datasources

o reporting (and by when).
e Aparticular focus of data

development on vulnerable and

disadvantaged children will be

children with disability (in line with

agreement under the National
Disability Strategy to improve
data).
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Performance indicator

Proposed source of data and data
specifications

2013 Early Childhood Education and
Care National Minimum Data Set
definitions and collection guidelines

Data development needs

Key definitions:
Attendance is defined in the

Interpretation section to this
Agreement — it refers to the number
of hours in the reference week that
each child in the year before full-time
schooling attends an early childhood
education program.

An Indigenous child is one who has (or
has been) identified as Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander.

For disadvantaged children: currently
National ECEC Collection uses SEIFA
IRSD measure of disadvantage. May
require further review in development
of national definition(s).

Disadvantaged and vulnerable
children to be defined through
Implementation Plans with a view to
agreement on national definition by
over time. A definition of various
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups
isincluded in the Interpretation
section to this Agreement.
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Table A2: Monitoring information and data elements

Monitoring information

Previous National Partnership Agreement
performance indicators

2013 Early Childhood Education and Care
National Minimum Data Set data elements

Enrolment and attendance
e Allchildren
e Disadvantaged children
e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

The proportion of children who are enrolled in (and
attending, where possible to measure) a preschool
program.

*  Preschool program enrolment indicator

*  Preschool program attendance indicator

e Maximum preschool program hours available
e Child—preschool program received from a

children The proportion of disadvantaged children enrolled qualified teacher indicator
in (and attending, where possible to measure) a *  Preschool program repeater indicator
preschool program. e SEIFA cluster
* Indigenous status
The proportion of Indigenous children (by
geographic location as identified by the Australian
Standard Geographic Classification (ASGC)), who
are enrolled in (and attending, where possible to
measure) a preschool program.
Teachers The number of teachers delivering preschool e Field of highest qualification relevant to ECEC

programs who are four year university trained and
early childhood qualified.

e Level of highest qualification relevant to ECEC
e Delivery of preschool program indicator

e Hours worked in preschool program delivery

e Role

e Type of work activity

Hours Hours per week of attendance (where possibleto | @  Preschool program attendance indicator
measure) at a preschool program. e Preschool program hours attended, including
by bands of hours attended in the reference
week (0-4 hours, 5-9 hours, 10-14 hours, 15+
hours).
Cost Distribution of children who attend a preschool e Feescharged

program by weekly cost per child (after subsidies)

e Reporting of subsidies provided to targeted

as defined by jurisdictions. groups
Demographics and service characteristics e Name
e Sex
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Monitoring information

Previous National Partnership Agreement
performance indicators

2013 Early Childhood Education and Care
National Minimum Data Set data elements

e Date of birth

e Statistical linkage key

e Estimated Resident Population

e Areaof usual residence

e Australian postcode

e Suburb/town/locality name

e Statistical arealevel1

e Australian state/territory identifier
e Service name

e Service address

e Service geographic location

e Service government funding type
e Service management type

e Number of service operation weeks
e Organisation identifier

e Service activity type

e Service delivery setting
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