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This Agreement provides for collaboration on natural disaster mitigation activities to strengthen
communities’ resilience to, and minimise the impact of, a range of natural disasters in Australia.
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National Partnership
Agreement on Natural
Disaster Resilience

PRELIMINARIES

1. This National Partnership agreement (the Agreement) is created subject to the provisions of the
Intergovernmental Agreement on Federal Financial Relations and should be read in conjunction
with that Agreement and subsidiary schedules.

2.  The Parties are committed to addressing the Issue of social inclusian, including respending to
Indigenous disadvantage. That commitment is embodied in the objectives and outcomes of this
Agreement. However, the Parties have also agreed other objectives and outcomes which the
Parties will pursue through the broadest possible spectrum of government action.
Consequently, this Agreement will be implemented consistently with the objectives and
outcomes of all Mational Agreements and National Partnerships entered into by the Parties.

7, The Parties acknowledge that this Agreement is entered into to contribute to community
resilience and self-reliance in the face of disasters and to reduce impact and cost,

PART 1 — FORMALITIES

Parties to this Agreement

4. Inentering this Agreement, the Commonwealth and the States and Territories recognise that
they:

(@) have a mutual interest in reducing the impact of, and increasing resilience to, natural
disasters; and

() will work together and with other parties, such &s volunteers, the private and
non-government sectors and local government, to achieve those outcomes.

Term of the Agreement

5. This Agreement is created subject to the provisions of the Intergovernmental Agreement on
Federal Financial Relations and its schedules, and should be read in conjunction with them.

6.  This Agreement will commence once the Commaonwealth and any othar Party has signed the

Agreement. It will be reviewed during the fourth year, and will expire on 30 June 2013, or earlier
as agreed in writing by the Parties.
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Delegations

7. The Commonwealth Attorney-General is authorised to agree Implementation Plans or
Schedules to this Agreement on behalf of the Commonwealth.

8.  State or Territory ministers responsible for emergency services, their equivalents or nominated

delegates, are authorised to agree Implementation Plans or Schedules to this Agreement on
behalf of their State or Territory.

Interpretation

9.  Unless otherwise specified, the terms and definitions which apply to this Agreement are listed
at Schedule A,

PART 2 — SCOPE, OBJECTIVE, OUTCOMES AND OUTPUTS

Scope

10. The focus of this Agreement is on building resilience to withstand natural disasters.
Consideration may alsoc be given to other emergency management priorities identified in State
or Territory risk assessments,

Objective

11.  Australian communities that are resilient to natural disasters.

Outcomes

12. The outcomes will be:
{a)  reduced risk from the impact of disasters;

{b) appropriate emergency management capability and capacity, consistent with Stete and
Territory risk profiles; and

(c)  support for volunteers.

Outputs

13. The outcomes and objective of this Agreement will be achieved by:
(a) risk assessments to inform State and Territory risk mitigation priorities; and

() implementation of a program of activities to address the agreed prioritias.
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PART 3 — ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH PARTY

A

15,

The Commonweaalth will:

{al  provide a financial contribution to the States and Territories, or through the States and
Territories to other parties, to assist them with implementing their responsibilities; and

(b} in partnership with the States and Territories, monitor the performance of this
Agreement, including a full evaluation and review with input from key stakeholders by
31 December 2013,

States and Territories will:

fa) provide a financial contribution to implement their responsibilities;

{b) In partnership with the Commonwealth, monitor the performance of this Agreement,
including a full evaluation and review with input from key stakeholders by 31 December

20132;

{c) produce 2 statefterritory wide prioritised natural disaster risk assessment in accordance
with the relevant Australian standards;

(d) in consultation with the Commonwealth, develop and jointly agree annual
Implementation Plans of how they will address the outcome, objectives and outputs of
this Agreement; and

(e) ensure appropriate financial and project management arrangements are in place for all
activities undertaken through this Agreement.

Publications and communications

1.

17

The Parties will acknowledge the Agreement as a joint Commonwealth and State or Territory
initiative, and refer to it as the Natural Disaster Resilisnce Program in all publications,
promotional and advertising materials, public announcements and activities, or any products,
processes or inventions developed as a result of the implementation of the Agreement.

Ministers will have the opportunity to be engaged in promaotional activities held in regard tothe
Pragram.

PART 4 — PERFORMANCE REPORTING

1B,

g,

Fagea 4

The Parties will produce an annual report praviding information on whether the activities are:
{a) effective in contributing to the outcome;

{b) beingimplemented efficiently; and

¢} reachingthose pecple for whom they are intended.

Performance indicators will be set out in the Implementation Plans that, when agreed, will form
schedules to this Agreement.
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To facilitate payments, each State and Territory will provide to the Commonwealth Attorney-
General, for approval, & report by 31 March each year on achievements against the agreed
performance indicators set out in Implerentation Plans.

PART 5 — FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

Funding

21.

22,

23,

14.

25,

26,

27.

28H,

The total Commonwealth contribution available to be divided between the States and
Territories will be:

(a) £21.6 millionin 2009-10
(B s25.2 million in 2010-11
(c) s2o0.7 millionin zo11-12
(d) $26.1 million in 2012-13

The distribution of the funding referred to in clause 21 between the Statas and Territories will
be as set out in the following annual allocations. Historically these were based on population,
costs of disasters and relative disadvantage, but have been adjusted by agreement to provide
an adequate minimum level of the Territcries and Tasmania. Accordingly, the annual
percentage allocations are:

(a) NSW 26 percent
(B} VIC 16 percent

(c) OLD =23 percent
(d) WA 12 percent
(=) SA B percent
(f) TAS gpercent
{g) ACT  gpercent
(k) NT  gpercent

The Commonwealth will make a financial contribution up to go per cent of the estimated cost of
delivering the activities specified in an Implementation Plan, but not exceeding the allocation of
funding for & State or Territory.

States and Territories are responsible for securing the balance of contributions to the
Implementation Plan, which may include in-kind support.

The Commonwealth's funding contribution will not be reduced where the States and Territories
secure funding from other activity partners through innovative and collaborative partnerships.

Having regard to the estimated cost of the activities specified in an Implamentation Plan, a
Gtate or Territory will not be required to pay a refund to the Commonwealth if the actual cost is
less than the agreed estimated cost. Similarly, the States and Territories bear all risk should the
costs exceed the agreed estimated costs.

The Parties may agree to fund additional exceptional activities through this Agreement on a
case-by-case basis.

Within the 2009/10 allocation at clause 22, the Commonwealth agrees to provide $150,000 for
each State or Territory to produce a State or Territory wide prioritised natural disaster risk
assessment (as per clause 15{(c)). A copy of the risk assessment shall be provided to the
Attorney-General's Department by 31 December 2011.
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Payment schedule

29. sopercent of each State’s and Territory's allocation of 200g-10 funding will be paid an the
Parties signing this Agreement. The remaining 5o per cent will be paid on agreement of the
Implementation Plan.

30. For zo1o0-11 and thereafter, 5o per cent of the annual allocation will be paid on agreement of the

Implementation Plan. The remaining so per cent will be paid on satisfactory progress of the
activities listed in the Implementation Plan, as detailed in the 31 March report each year.

PART 6 — GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS

Dispute resolution

31.  Any Party may give notice to other Parties of a dispute under this Agreement.
32. The relevant delegates will attampt to resolve any dispute in the first instance.

33. Ifadispute cannot be resolved between the relevant delegates, it may be escalated to the
relevant Ministerial Council for consideration.

34. If adispute cannot be resolved by the relevant Ministerial Council, it may be referred by a Party

to COAG for consideration,

Review of the Agreement

35.  The Agreement will be reviewed by 31 December 2012 to assess prograss made by the Parties in
respect of achieving the agreed outcome, objectives and outputs.

Variation of the Agreement

36.  The Agreement may be amanded at any time by agreement in writing by all the Parties.

37. A Party to the Agreermnent may terminate their participation in the Agreement at any time by
notifying all the other Parties in writing giving reasonable notice,
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The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this Agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth
of Australia by

The Henourabla Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister of the Commaonwealth of Austrzlia

2009

Signed for and on
State of New Sorith Wales by

behalf of  the

The Honourable Nathan Rees MP
Fremier of the State of Mew Sowth Wales

2009

Signed for and on belmlf of the

bt

The Honourable Annffn Bligh MP
Premier of the State of OQuzensfand

3 . Mo/, 2003

Signed for and on
State of South Australia by

behalf

of the

The Honourabla Mike Rann MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

20049

Signed for and on behalfl of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Jon Stanhope MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

2004

Signed for and on
State of Victoria by

behalf  of the

The Honourable John Brumby MP
Fremier of the State of Victoria

2009

Signed for and on
State of Western Australia by

behalf of  the

The Honourable Colin Barnett MP
Premier of the State of Western Australia

2009

Signed for and on
State of Tasmania by

behalf of e

The Honourable David Bartlett MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

The Honourable Paul Henderson MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

2009
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The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this Agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commoniealth
of Australia by

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

2009

Signed for and on

) behalf
State of New South Wales by

of the

The Honourable Nathan Rees MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales

2009

Signed for and on
State of Queensland by

behalf of the

The Honourable Anna Bligh MP

Premier of the State of Queensland

2009

Signed for and on
State of South Australia by

behalf of the

The Honourable Mike Rann MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Jon Stanhope MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

2009

Signed for and on  behalf of the

State of Victoria by

The Honourable John Brumby MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

2009

Signed for and on
State of Western Australia by

behalf of the

The Honourable Colin Barnett MP
Premier of the State of Western Australia

2009
behalf

Signed for and on of the

State of Tasmania by

The Honourable David Bartlett MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern

Territogy iy
2

The Honourable Paul Henderson MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

Ih Decembew 2009
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The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this Agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commontealth

of Australin by

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

2009

Signed
State of

behalf  of

v afd
th Walep by

The Honourable Nathan Rees MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales -

28 0CT 2009

2009

Signed for and on
State of Queensland by

behalf  of

The Honourable Anna Bligh MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

2009

Signed for and on
State of South Australia by

behalf  of

The Honourable Mike Rann MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

2009

the

the

the

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian

Capital Territory by

Jon Stanhope MLA

Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

2009

Signed for and on
State of Victoria by

behalf  of

The Honourable John Brumby MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

2009

Signed for and on
State of Western Australia by

behalf  of

The Honourable Colin Barnett MP
Premier of the State of Western Australia

2009

Signed for and on
State of Tasmania by

behalf  of

The Honourable David Bartlett MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

2009

the

the

the

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern

Territory by

The Honourable Paul Henderson MLA

Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

2009
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The Parties have confirmad their commitment to this Agraement as follows.

Signed fw apd o belwlf of five Coptmieneaibh
of Australia by

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP
FriTie Ministor nf the Conmonw=2alss of Australia

2005

Signed fir and  on hwlf of  the
Shite of Wew Bouth Wales by

The Honourabla Nathan Rees MP
Fremlar of the State of Maw South Walas

2000

Bigned fmr and  on berslf  of  Hw
Stte of Qveenslrond by

The Honaurable Anna Bligh MP

Pernlor af Lo Slale of Joeens|and

2005

Signed for and on belmll of  the
Stale of South Awnsiratin by

The Hanourakle Mike Rann MFP
Premigr of the State of South Austiclia

2009

Sigued for and on befinlf af e Ansirliog
Cegritred Tevritery foy

lon Stanhope MLA
Chief Minister of the Australisn Capitsl Ternriicry

7005

Signed fir and  on behwif  of  the
Sk -:?_'f;fﬁf'ilﬁf‘[??'fﬂlfﬁp'
P i
jbh.‘f! ; Mﬂnﬂﬂ
The lfnnnu#q_l;)t lohn Brumby ;}P
Frernge- of the State of Victoria

49»5? ;H ; 2004
/ .

Signed for  aud  on Pelalf oof  the
Stafe uf Westernn Austrolin g

e

The Hanourable Calin Barnett MP
Prgrales of Lhe SLe le ol Wostorn Auslrali

200G

Signed for and on  belwlf of  the
Stafe of Lasmania by

The Henourable David Bartlett MP
Premicr of the State of Tasmania

2009

Sigaed for and or bebalf of the Northern
Tevritoryy fry

The Honourable Paul Henderson MLA
Chiaf Minivter of the Mortherm Territory of Australia

10005
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The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this Agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonuwealth
of Australia by

A2 o

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

2009

Signed for and on behdlf of the Signed for and on behalf of the

State of New South Wales by , State of Victoria by
The Honourable Nathan Rees MP ' . The Honourable John Brumby MP
- Premier of the State of New South Wales . Premier of the State of Victoria
2009 , 2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Signed for and on behalf of the

State of Queensland by State of Western Australia by

The Honourable Anna Bligh MP The Honourable Colin Barnett MP

Premier of the State of Queensland Premier of the State of Western Australia
2009 © 2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Signed for‘ and on  behalf of the

State of South Australia by State of Tasmania by
The Honourable Mike Rann MP The Honourable David Bartlett MP
Premier of the State of South Australia Premier of the State of Tasmania

2009 2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Capital Territory by Territory by ~

Jon Stanhope MLA The Honourable Paul Henderson MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

2009 . 2009




Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth
of Australia by

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

2009

Signed for and on
State of New South Wales by

behalf of the

The Honourable Nathan Rees MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales

2009

Signed for and on
State of Queensland by

behalf of the

The Honourable Anna Bligh MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

2009

Signed for and on
State of South Australia by

behalf of the

The Honourable Mike Rann MP
Premier of the State of South Australia

2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Jon Stanhope MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

2009

The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this Agreement as follows:

Signed for and on
State of Victoria by

behalf of the

The Honourable John Brumby MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

2009

Signed for and on
State of Western Australia by

behalf of the

The Honourable Colin Barnett MP
Premier of the State of Western Australia

2009

Signed for and on
State of Tasmania by

behalf of the

The Honourable David Bartlett MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

The Honourable Paul Henderson MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

2009




Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth
of Australia by

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia

2009

Signed for and on behalf of the

State of New South Wales by

The Honourable Nathan Rees MP
Premier of the State of New South Wales

2009

Signed for and on  behalf

State of Queensland by

of the

Premier of the State of Queensland

2009

Signed for and on behalf of the

State of South Australia by,

P A

Premier of the State of South Australia

(yereenb— 7. 2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Jon Stanhope MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

2009

The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this Agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the

State of Victoria by

The Honourable John Brumby MP
Premier of the State of Victoria

2009

Signed for and on
State of Western Australia by

behalf of the

The Honourable Colin Barnett MP
Premier of the State of Western Australia

2009

Signed for and on
State of Tasmania by

behalf of the

The Honourable David Bartlett MP
Premier of the State of Tasmania

2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Northern
Territory by

The Honourable Paul Henderson MLA
Chief Minister of the Northern Territory of Australia

2009



Signed for and on bekalf of e Commonmen!th
uf Apstradia fry

The Honourable i{avin Rudd MP
F-ime Minister of zhe Commaonwealth of Aostral a

2004

Slgned  for  and on
State of Mewe Souitl [nles by

baftelf  of e

The Henourable Mathan FRaes KP
Fremieof the State of Mewe South vWaies

200G

Signed  for  and  om
Skate of Chaeenstand by

Iefralf  of  the

The Honourable Anna Bligh MP
Prarmla- of tha Stata of Quaanslaind

200G

Signed for ard  on
Slale of South Awstralin by

beliall  of  the

The Honourable Mike Rann MP
Pramlar of the Stata af South Australla

09

Signed for and en belaly of tie Ausiralian
Copital Territong by

Jon Stanhope MLA
CAief Minister of the Australian Capital Territary

2009
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The Parties have contirmed their commitment to this Agreement as follows:

Signed  for  end  om
Stale of Viclorin by

befralf n_f Hus

v

The Honourable Jobn Brumby MF
Fremiar o the S-ate of Victards

24005

SBigned  for  ard  on
Stgeke of Westerin Australi Ty

wnem DN .
’i_,,,,,-k:;;% L e e { §

LTI

The Honourable Colin Barnett MP
Pramiar of tho Stato of wWiostern sostraliz

bt ot the

Ay

the

=
=

Sitgned  for  wmd oo behalf

Stale of Tasminria by

The Honourable David Bartlett MP
Pramicr of the Stato of Tasmania

2000

Signed fiv aud ow befalf of the Northern
Terrifory ing

{Hef Minister of the Merthern Territary of Avsrala

2009



Mational Partnership Agreement on Matural Disaster Resilience

The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this Agreement as follows:

Signed for and on behalf of the Commionavenlth
of Anstralia Iny

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister of the Commuonwealth of Australia

2009

Signed for and on  Dehalf  of  the

Skate of New Sonth Whles by

The Honourable Mathan Rees MP
Pramier of the State of New South Wales

2000

Signed for and  on
State of Quecusland by

helmlf  of  the

The Honourable Anna Bligh MP
Premier of the State of Queensland

2009

Signed for and o
State af South Australio by

behalf  of the

The Honaurable Mike Rann MP
Premier of the State of South Avsiratia

2009

Signed for and on behalf of the Australian
Capital Territory by

Jon Stanhope MLA
Chief Minister of the Australian Capital Territory

2009

Signed for and on
State of Victoria by

bedinl[  of  He

The Honourable John Brumby MP
Premijer of the State of Victoria

2009

Signed for and  on
Shate of Wostera Australin by

belalf of the

The Honourable Colin Barnett MP
Fremier of the State of Western Australia

2009

The Honourable D\Elmﬂﬂiﬂﬂb

Prernier of the State of Tasmania

2000

Signed jfir and on belalf of the Northern
Termfory ng

The Honourable Faul Henderson MLA
Chief Minister of the Narthern Territory of Australia
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Schedule A

Interpretation

For the purposes of this Agreement the following definitions apply:

Disaster mitigation — Measures taken in advance of, or after, a disaster aimed at decreasing or
eliminating the impact of disaster on society and the environment.

Emergency management — A range of measures to manage risks to communities and the
environment, including the organisation and management of resources for dealing with all aspects of
emergencies. Emergency management involves the plans, structures and arrangements which are
established to bring together the normal endeavours of government, voluntary and private agencies
in a comprenensive and ccordinated way to deal with the whole spectrum of emergency needs,
including prevention, preparedness, response and recovery.

In-kind contributions - A non-cash input which can be given a cash value. In-kind contributions are
for costs directly associated with an approved project. They are not to be used for administrative
overheads, ongoing running costs or other core activities of State andfor local agencies.

Natural disaster — A serious disruption to a comrmunity or region caused by the impact of a naturally
occurring, rapid onset event that threatens or causes death, injury or damage to property or the
environment, and which requires significant and coordinated multi-agency and community response.
Any one, or a combination, of the following can cause serious disruption to communities,
infrastructure and the environment: bushfire; cyclone, earthguake; flood; landslide; storm; storm
surge; tornado or tsunami.

Resilience — The capacity to prevent/mitigate, prepare for, respond to and recover from the impacts
of disasters.
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