


PART 3: STRATEGY FOR NORTHERN TERRITORY IMPLEMENTATION 

Project information 
11. The National Partnership reaffirms the commitment to provide universal access to, and

improved participation by, children in quality early childhood education programs in the
year before commencing full-time schooling, with a focus on Indigenous and vulnerable
and disadvantaged children and in a manner that meets the needs of children, parents
and communities at a cost which does not present a barrier to participation.

12. Commonwealth, state and territory governments will collaborate to develop a nationally
agreed definition of vulnerable and disadvantaged children over time. In the Northern
Territory, vulnerable and disadvantaged children are provisionally defined as children who
reside in communities identified in the 2015 Australian Early Development Census as 
having above the national average rates of vulnerability in two or more domains.

13. The project elements planned are detailed in Table 1: Project elements.

Table 1: Project elements 

No Title Short description 
Planned Planned Dependent 

start date end date on projects 

1 Maintain universal Provision of 600 hours per 1Jan 2018 31 Dec N/A 

access to 600 hours year of free preschool for 2021 

of quality preschool children in the year before 
for all children in full-time school. 
the year before full-
time school Funding for the delivery of a 

quality preschool program is 
also distributed to non-
government and long day 
care service providers. 

2 Increase preschool Through the equity loadings 1 Jan 2018 31 Dec N/A 

participation of within the current Northern 2021 

Aboriginal and Territory student needs 
vulnerable and based funding model, 
disadvantaged provide additional funding to 
children preschools to support 

participation of Aboriginal 
and vulnerable and 
disadvantaged children. 

14. As required by clause 22(d) of the National Partnership, the following strategies will
ensure that funding is directed appropriately to support participation of all children in all
quality early childhood education programs, regardless of whether programs are
delivered through scho(?IS (government and non-government), standalone preschools or
long day care centres. These strategies are included as project elements throughout this
plan.

15. As required by clause 22(e) of the National Partnership, jurisdiction specific data and
implementation issues are identified below. The descriptions include strategies to
overcome or address each issue.

(a) Issues have been identified relating to the timing of the Age Grade Census data
collection for the Northern Territory. The collection period includes a public holiday
and one remote school operates on negotiated flexible attendance times that suit
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Sign off 
The Parties have confirmed their commitment to this agreement as follows: 
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Signature 

Hon Lauren Moss MLA 
Minister for Education 

Signature 

The Hon Alan TudgeMP 
Minister for Education and Youth 

Date 

Date 
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