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The Hon Keith Pitt MP 
Minister for Resources, Water and Northern Australia 
Minister.Pitt@industry.gov.au

Dear Mr Pitt 

I am writing to update you on the administration of the On-Farm Emergency Water Infrastructure 

Schedule with the Australian Government. 

The On-Farm Emergency Water Rebate Scheme has been very well received by our ACT farmers with 
$136,262 paid as rebates to thirty ACT rural landholders since the program commenced in the ACT in 
2018.   

ACT rural landholders have matched OFEWIR Scheme rebates with their own expenditure of more 
than $408,000 for eligible infrastructure including tanks, pumps, bores and other works on their 
farms since the scheme commenced.   

The ACT Government understood this scheme was to finish in June 2021, and that rebate application 
could continue to be received and assessed under the OFEWIR Scheme until the end of this financial 
year. We now understand that, based on advice from the Australian Government, under Milestone 6 
of the 2019 ACT Bilateral Schedule, the scheme closed for applications on 31 January 2021.  

I am writing to you to seek an extension to Milestone 6 in our Bilateral Agreement in order that 
applications can be received and processed by the ACT Government up until 10 June 2021.  



We are seeking this extension to Milestone 6 for the following reasons: 

The A
contribution to the scheme in the ACT, 2018-2021 was $2.3million. As noted above, we have 
only spent $136,262.15 of this amount. We anticipate that by June 2021 we could have 
received an additional $15,000-$50,000 in rebate applications.  

In communications with ACT rural landholders, we have advertised the closing date for the 
current scheme as the end of this financial year. Based on this advice, a number of 
landholders have made decisions around investments in infrastructure that are eligible under 
the scheme, with a view to applying for a rebate under the scheme towards the end of this 
financial year once the works have been installed and paid for. 

The financial support provided by the Australian Government under this scheme has helped support 
ACT landholders to make significant investments in farm infrastructure aimed at managing dry 
conditions, addressing animal welfare issues and improving their long-term drought resilience.  

I request an extension of Milestone 6 date until 10 June 2021 in order that more of our rural 
landholders can be beneficiaries of this very worthwhile scheme. 

If this approval is forthcoming, officers in my Directorate will ensure that all ACT rural landholders 
are made aware of changes to the scheme.  Geoffrey Rutledge, within my directorate, 02 6207 5001 
will provide any further support required. 

Yours sincerely 

Shane Rattenbury MLA 
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