
T h e H o n A l a n T u d g e MP

Minister for Education and Youth
Ref: PDR Id

The Hon Sarah Mitchell MLC
Minister for Education and Early Childhood Learning
GPO Box 5341
SYDNEY NSW 2001 By email:

Dear

I write to you in response to your letter o f 18 July 2021, regarding the continuing
outbreak in NSW. Specifically, your request that 2020 performance provisions relating to

under the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education
(UANP) apply to NSW in 2021. I will write separately on the other issues you have raised.

On 2 April 2020, in the context o f the Australian Government's response to the
pandemic, the Government announced a commitment o f $453.2 million to extend the
2018−2020 UANP into the 2021 program year. I acknowledge the rapidly evolving events
across Australia in relation to the pandemic. In response, and to provide certainty o f I
propose to give effect to Clause 30 o f the UANP through a bilateral exchange o f letters with
each jurisdiction.

I seek your written agreement to the extension o f the 2020 performance
requirements and payments to 2021, and for Table 5 o f the current UANP to be replaced by the
enclosed new table. This table sets out the revised performance requirements and payments for
the 2021 program year, and is directly reflective o f tiers and payments the 2020 program
year. I ask that you please provide your written agreement by no later than 31 August 2021.

I commend the commitment all have shown to maintaining preschool enrolments
and in early learning throughout the pandemic, including improving
affordability for families, and providing for remote delivery and to families for at−home
learning.

I have copied this letter to the Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP.

Yours sincerely

Alan Tudge

/ /2021

The Hon Alan Tudge MP



T h e H o n A l a n T u d g e MP

Ref: PDR Id

The Hon Ingrid Stitt MLC
Minister for Early Childhood
Level 22, 50 Lonsdale Street
MELBOURNE VIC 3000

Dear

Minister for Education and Youth

By email: Ingrid.Stitt@parliament.vic.gov.au

I write to you on the Australian Government's response to the pandemic as it
relates to the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (UANP).

As you know, on 2 April 2020 the Government made a $453.2 million commitment to extend
the 2018−2020 UANP to the 2021 program year. Later in 2020, governments agreed an
approach for assessment o f 2020 performance under the UANP that took into account the
impacts o f and agreed additional clauses in the UANP.

I acknowledge the rapidly evolving events across Australia in relation to the pandemic. In
response, and to provide o f funding, I propose to give effect to Clause 30 o f the
UANP through a bilateral exchange o f letters with each jurisdiction.

I seek your written agreement to the extension o f the 2020 COVID 19 performance
requirements and payments to 2021, and for Table 5 o f the current UANP to be replaced by the
enclosed new table. This table sets out the revised performance requirements and payments for
the 2021 program year, and is directly reflective o f tiers and payments from the 2020 program
year. I ask that you please provide your written agreement by no later than 31 August 2021.

I commend the commitment all have shown to maintaining preschool enrolments
and in early learning the pandemic, including improving
affordability for families, and providing for remote delivery and to families for at−home

I have copied this letter to the Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP.

Yours sincerely

Alan TudgeTudge

The Hon Alan Tudge MP



T h e H o n A l a n T u d g e MP

R e f PDR Id

The Hon Grace Grace MP
Minister for Education

Box 15033
CITY EAST QLD 4002

Dear

M i n i s t e r for E d u c a t i o n a n d Youth

By email:

I write to you on the Australian Government's response to the pandemic as it
relates to the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (UANP).

As you know, on 2 April 2020 the Government made a $453.2 million commitment to extend
the 2018−2020 UANP to the 2021 program year. Later in 2020, governments agreed an
approach for assessment o f 2020 performance under the UANP that took into account the
impacts o f and agreed additional clauses in the UANP.

I acknowledge the rapidly evolving events across Australia in relation to the pandemic. In
response, and to provide certainty of funding, I propose to give effect to Clause 30 of the
UANP through a bilateral exchange o f letters with each jurisdiction.

I seek your written agreement to the extension o f the 2020 performance
requirements and payments to 2021, and for Table 5 o f the current UANP to be replaced by the
enclosed new table. This table sets out the revised performance requirements and payments for
the 2021 program year, and is directly reflective o f tiers and payments from the 2020 program
year. I ask that you please provide your written agreement by no later than 31 August 2021.

I commend the commitment all governments have shown to maintaining preschool enrolments
and participation in early learning throughout the pandemic, including improving
affordability for families, and providing support for remote delivery and to families for at−home
learning.

I have copied this letter to the Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP.

Yours sincerely

Alan TudgeTudge

2021

T h e H o n Alan Tudge



T h e H o n A l a n T u d g e MP

Minister for Education and Youth

Ref: PDR Id

The Hon Sue Ellery MLC
Minister for Education and Training

Dear

I write to you on the Australian Government's response to the pandemic as it
relates to the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (UANP).

As you know, on 2 April 2020 the Government made a $453.2 million commitment to extend
the 2018−2020 UANP to the 2021 program year. Later in 2020, governments agreed an
approach for assessment o f 2020 performance under the UANP that took into account the
impacts o f and agreed additional clauses in the UANP.

I acknowledge the rapidly evolving events across Australia in relation to the pandemic. In
response, and to provide o f funding, I propose to give effect to Clause 30 of the
UANP through a bilateral exchange o f letters with each jurisdiction.

I seek your written agreement to the extension o f the 2020 performance
requirements and payments to 2021, and for Table 5 o f the current UANP to be replaced by the
enclosed new table. This table sets out the revised performance requirements and payments for
the 2021 program year, and is directly reflective o f tiers and payments from the 2020 program
year. I ask that you please provide your written agreement by no later than 31 August 2021.

I commend the commitment all have shown to maintaining preschool enrolments
and in early learning throughout the pandemic, including improving
affordability for families, and providing support for remote delivery and to families for at−home
learning.

I have copied this letter to the Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP.

Yours sincerely

Alan Tudge

The Hon Alan Tudge
I I



T h e H o n A l a n T u d g e MP

Ref: PDR Id

The Hon John Gardner MP
Minister for Education
GPO Box 1152
ADELAIDE SA 5001

Dear

Minister for Education and Youth

By email:

I write to you on the Australian Government's response to the pandemic as it
relates to the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (UANP).

As you know, on 2 April 2020 the Government made a $453.2 million commitment to extend
the UANP to the 2021 program year. Later in 2020, governments agreed an
approach for assessment o f 2020 performance under the UANP that took into account the
impacts o f and agreed additional clauses in the UANP.

I acknowledge the rapidly evolving events across Australia in relation to the pandemic. In
response, and to provide o f I propose to give effect to Clause 30 o f the
UANP through a bilateral exchange o f letters with each jurisdiction.

I seek your written agreement to the extension of the 2020 performance
requirements and payments to 2021, and for Table 5 o f the current UANP to be replaced by the
enclosed new table. This table sets out the revised performance requirements and payments for
the 2021 program year, and is directly reflective o f tiers and payments from the 2020 program
year. I ask that you please provide your written agreement by no later than 31 August 2021.

I commend the commitment all have shown to maintaining preschool enrolments
and in early learning throughout the pandemic, including improving
affordability for families, and providing support for remote delivery and to families for at−home
learning.

I have copied this letter to the Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP.

Yours sincerely

Alan Tudge

/ 2021

The Hon Alan Tudge MP



T h e H o n A l a n T u d g e MP

Ref: PDR Id

The Hon Sarah Courtney MP
Minister for Education
GPO Box 169
HOBART TAS 7001

Dear

Minister for Education and Youth

By email:

I write to you on the Australian response to the pandemic as it
relates to the National on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (UANP).

As you know, on 2 April 2020 the Government made a $453.2 million commitment to extend
the 2018−2020 UANP to the 2021 program year. Later in 2020, governments agreed an
approach for assessment o f 2020 performance under the UANP that took into account the
impacts o f and agreed additional clauses in the UANP.

I acknowledge the rapidly evolving events across Australia in relation to the pandemic. In
response, and to provide o f funding, I propose to give effect to Clause 30 o f the
UANP through a bilateral exchange o f letters with each jurisdiction.

I seek your written agreement to the extension o f the 2020 performance
requirements and payments to 2021, and for Table 5 o f the current UANP to be replaced by the
enclosed new table. This table sets out the revised performance requirements and payments for
the 2021 program year, and is directly reflective o f tiers and payments from the 2020 program
year. I ask that you please provide your written agreement by no later than 31 August 2021.

I commend the all governments have shown to maintaining preschool enrolments
and in early learning throughout the pandemic, including improving
affordability for families, and providing support for remote delivery and to families for at−home
learning.

I have copied this letter to the Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP.

Yours sincerely

Alan Tudge

The Hon Alan Tudge



T h e H o n A l a n T u d g e MP

M i n i s t e r for E d u c a t i o n a n d Youth
Ref: PDR Id MS2I −000886

Ms Yvette MLA
Minister for Education and Youth Affairs
Minister for Early Childhood Development
GPO Box 1020
CANBERRA ACT 2601 By email: Berry@act.gov.au

Dear

I write to you on the Australian Government's response to the pandemic as it
relates to the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (UANP).

As you know, on 2 April 2020 the Government made a $453.2 million commitment to extend
the 2018−2020 UANP to the 2021 program year. Later in 2020, governments agreed an
approach for assessment o f 2020 performance under the UANP that took into account the
impacts o f and agreed additional clauses in the UANP.

I acknowledge the rapidly evolving events across Australia in relation to the pandemic. In
response, and to provide o f funding, I propose to give effect to Clause 30 of the
UANP through a bilateral exchange o f letters with each jurisdiction.

I seek your written agreement to the extension of the 2020 performance
requirements and payments to 2021, and for Table 5 o f the current UANP to be replaced by the
enclosed new table. This table sets out the revised performance requirements and payments for
the 2021 program year, and is directly reflective o f tiers and payments from the 2020 program
year. I ask that you please provide your written agreement by no later than 31 August 2021.

I commend the commitment all have shown to maintaining preschool enrolments
and in early learning the pandemic, including improving
affordability for families, and providing support for remote delivery and to families for at−home
learning.

I have copied this letter to the Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP.

Yours sincerely

Alan

/

T h e H o n Alan Tudge MP
I I



T h e H o n A l a n T u d g e MP

Ref: PDR Id

The Hon Lauren Moss MLA
Minister for Education
GPO Box 3146

NT 0801

Dear

Minister for Education and Youth

By email: minister.moss@nt.gov.au

I write to you on the Australian Government's response to the pandemic as it
relates to the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (UANP).

As you know, on 2 April 2020 the Government made a $453.2 million commitment to extend
the 2018−2020 UANP to the 2021 program year. Later in 2020, governments agreed an
approach for assessment o f 2020 performance under the UANP that took into account the
impacts o f and agreed additional clauses in the UANP.

I acknowledge the rapidly evolving events across Australia in relation to the pandemic. In
response, and to provide certainty o f funding, I propose to give effect to Clause 30 o f the
UANP through a bilateral exchange o f letters with each jurisdiction.

I seek your written agreement to the extension o f the 2020 performance
requirements and payments to 2021, and for Table 5 o f the current UANP to be replaced by the
enclosed new table. This table sets out the revised performance requirements and payments for
the 2021 program year, and is directly reflective o f tiers and payments from the 2020 program
year. I ask that you please provide your written agreement by no later than 31 August 2021.

I commend the commitment all have shown to maintaining preschool enrolments
and participation in early learning throughout the pandemic, including improving
affordability for families, and providing for remote delivery and to families for at−home
learning.

I have copied this letter to the Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP.

Yours sincerely

Tudge

I 2021

The Hon Alan Tudge MP



Table 5: Performance requirements and payments for 2021 program year 

* Percentages are rounded.  Actual payments will be calculated to the dollar.  

Date Deliverable Proportion of funding available 
within each financial year* 

2020-21 
31 January 2021 The Commonwealth and the State have agreed on an 

Implementation Plan for the period 1 January 2021 to 

31 December 2021. 

30 per cent of 2021 program year 
funding  

 2021-22 

31 March 2022 Overall assessment of performance in 2021 70 per cent of 2021 program year 
funding  
(comprised of the percentages 
attributable to performance as 
shown below) 

For each Performance Indicator (PI) 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3:   
 

2021 achievement is at least 95 per cent; 

 

OR  

11.7 per cent of 2021 program 
year funding 

OR 

2021 achievement is at least 90 per cent; 
 

OR 

10.5 per cent of 2021 program 
year funding 

OR 

 2021 achievement is at least 80 per cent; 

 
OR 

9.3 per cent of 2021 program 
year funding 

OR 

 
2021 achievement is below 80 per cent; 

8.2 per cent of 2021 program 
year funding 

 

 A State may elect to have their funding calculated on the basis of the State’s final 
assessed performance result in 2019 if at any time during the census period 20 per cent 

or more of the State’s total population was under ‘stay at home orders’, for example: 

• instructed not to leave the premises where a person ordinarily resides unless for 
reasons including (but not limited to) work, education, care, exercise or obtaining 
necessary goods or services. 

If these conditions are met, then a State’s performance in the 2021 program year will be 
assessed using the State’s final assessed 2019 performance result (i.e. Tier, 1, 2, 3 or 4), 

as advised by the Minister for Education in writing, against PI 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2 and 
3.3. Payments will be calculated using the percentages in Table 3, above, applied to 

2021 program year funding.  



 

The Hon Sarah Mitchell MLC 
Minister for Education and Early Childhood Learning 
Deputy Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council 
 

 

Mail: GPO Box 5341, Sydney NSW 2001 

Phone: (61 2) 8574 5950  

 
 
 
The Hon A Tudge MP RML21/3200 
House of Representatives 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 
 

Alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au 
 

 
Dear Minister 

 
Thank you for your correspondence of 6 August 2021 acknowledging the need to provide 

funding certainty in light of the impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic is having on the 
NSW Early Childhood Education (ECE) sector. 

 
I agree to your proposal to extend 2020 COVID-19 performance requirements and 

payments to 2021. I endorse giving effect to revised provisions by replacing Table 5 in 
the existing UANP with the new table attached to your correspondence which sets out 

revised performance requirements and payments for 2021 in line with tiers and payments 
from the 2020 program year.  

 

As NSW has been subjected to significant lockdowns for the duration of the census 
period 2-13 August 2021, I am pleased that the State can elect to have funding 

calculated on the basis of our final assessed performance result in 2019 applied to 2021 
program year funding. 

 
I note that the pandemic continues to have direct impacts that were not anticipated when 

the UANP was originally signed. This highlights the importance of future, longer term 
agreements building in flexibility in alignment with local sector and community needs.  

 
On behalf of our services, the children who attend them and their families, I thank you for 

being responsive on the importance of providing support and financial stab ility for UANP 
funding in this time of uncertainty and financial fragility. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

 

 
Sarah Mitchell MLC 

31 August 2021 

mailto:Alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au


 

Your details will be dealt with in accordance with the Public Records Act 1973 and the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014.  Should you have any  
queries or wish to gain access to your personal information held by this department please contact our Privacy Officer at the  above address. 

 

 

  

 

 
Our ref: COR2182488 

The Hon Alan Tudge 

Minister for Education and Youth 

alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au 

 

 

 

Dear Minister  

 

Thank you for your correspondence of 10 August 2021 regarding the proposal to give effect 

to Clause 30 of the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education 

(NP UAECE). I appreciate this pragmatic response to the continuing impact of  COVID-19.  

 

I am pleased to provide my written agreement to give effect to Clause 30, meaning that the 

2020 COVID-19 performance requirements and payments will be extended to 2021. I agree 

for Table 5 of the current UANP to be replaced by the table you provided with your letter 

dated 10 August 2021.  

 

This flexibility around performance arrangements is critical to ensuring kindergarten services 

continue to access much needed funding through the NP UAECE despite the unavoidable 

service disruptions or challenges experienced in 2021. 

 

The NP UAECE has been an excellent mechanism for increasing access and participation in 

early childhood education and care across Australia. We have an opportunity to build on this 

strong foundation when negotiating the new Preschool Reform Agreement.  I look forward to 

discussing this agreement with you at the next Education Minister’s Meeting.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

 

Ingrid Stitt MP 

Minister for Early Childhood 

 

01 / 09 / 2021  

 

Cc:  The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP, Treasurer   

 Tim Pallas MP, Treasurer of Victoria 

mailto:alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au






Hon Sue Ellery MLC
Minister for Education and Training
Leader of the Legislative Council

EMAILED

Your Ref: PD  Id MS21 -000886
Our Ref: 61-33679

Hon Alan Tudge MP
Minister for Education and Youth

Email: alan.tudge.mp@aph.qov.au

Thank you for your letter dated 6 August 2021 regarding the Australian Government s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic as it relates to the National Partnership on
Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (UANP).

I appreciate the Australian Government s response to the evolving COVID-19 events
across Australia through its proposal to give effect to Clause 30 of the UANP.

I recognise that this process directly reflects what was implemented in 2020, and agree
to the extension of the 2020 COVID-19 performance requirements and payments for
2021, and for Table 5 of the current UANP to be replaced by the new table. This
process will support those States and Territories that are being impacted.

I look forward to continuing to work with you to ensure that future preschool
arrangements support the best possible outcomes for Western Australian preschool
children.

Yours sincerely

SUE ELLERY MLC
MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

2 3 AL'G 2021

13th Floor, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West Perth, Western Australia 6005
Telephone: +61 8 6552 5700 Facsimile: +61 8 6552 5701 Email: Minister.Ellery@dpc.wa.gov.au









  
 

Yvette Berry MLA  

Deputy Chief Minister 
Minister for Early Childhood Development 
Minister for Education and Youth Affairs 
Minister for Housing and Suburban Development 
Minister for Women 
Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence 
Minister for Sport and Recreation 

Member for Ginninderra 

 

 

ACT Legislative Assembly London Circuit, GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601 

        +61 2 6205 0233      berry@act.gov.au 

 @YvetteSBerry  YvetteSBerry  Yvette_berry_mla 

 

    
 
The Hon Alan Tudge MP 
Minister for Education and Youth 
Parliament House Canberra  
alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Minister Tudge, 
 
Thank you for your letter about the Australian Government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic as 
it relates to the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (UANP).  
 
I have reviewed the proposed changes to the current UANP and agree to replacing the current table 
and the extension of the 2020 COVID-19 performance requirements and payments to 2021.   
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

  

 

  

mailto:alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au
Yvette Berry

Yvette Berry



•  

 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Yvette Berry MLA 
Minister for Early Childhood Development 
 

Yvette Berry
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