
Schedule 
 

On-farm Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme 
F E D E R A T I O N  F U N D I N G  A G R E E M E N T  -  E N V I R O N M E N T  

 

Formalities and operation of schedule 

Parties Commonwealth of Australia  

New South Wales 

Victoria 

Queensland 

Western Australia 

South Australia 

Tasmania 

Australian Capital Territory 

Northern Territory 

Effect on 
other 
agreements 

The Project Agreement for an On-farm Emergency Water Infrastructure 
Rebate Scheme that commenced on 14 December 2018 and Schedules 
A to I to the Project Agreement is replaced by the Federation Funding 
Agreement – Environment (the Agreement) and this Schedule to the 
Agreement.  

This Schedule is expected to expire on 30 June 2022. 

Output and 
Purpose 

This Schedule will provide funding for rebates to eligible primary 
producers and horticulture farmers for the costs associated with the 
purchase and installation of on-farm water infrastructure that addresses 
animal welfare needs, permanent planting needs and improves 
resilience to drought. 

  



Schedule 

Estimated 
financial 
contributions 

 

 

 

Under the initial Scheme, the Commonwealth will provide an estimated 
total financial contribution to the States of up to $4.51 million in 
2020-21 and up to $3.24 million in 2021-22 in respect of this Schedule, 
noting this does not include payments made under previous 
agreements. All payments are exclusive of GST. 

 
The Commonwealth will provide an additional estimated total financial 
contribution to the States of up to $50 million in respect of this 
Schedule, noting this does not include payments made under the 
previous agreement. States will be paid the value of funding for legacy 
rebates received before 2 October 2020 on the condition that they 
participate in the expansion of the Scheme by co-funding all future 
applications. All payments are exclusive of GST. 
Table 2 ($ million) 2020-21 

(actuals) 
2021-22 

Estimated total budget (1) 2.61 68.37 

Estimated National Partnership Payments (2) 2.43 47.57 

New South Wales   0.00 20.46 

Victoria 0.00 1.64 

Queensland 0.00 3.60 

Western Australia 2.43 TBA 

South Australia 0.00 6.50 

Tasmania 0.00 TBA 

Australian Capital Territory 0.00 0.04 

Northern Territory 0.00 0.55 

Unallocated funds 0.00 14.78 

Table 1 ($ million) 2020-21 
(actuals) 

2021-22 

Estimated total budget 4.51 4.62 

Less estimated National Partnership Payments 4.51 3.24 

New South Wales 0.00 1.38 

Victoria 0.00 0.19 

Queensland 3.00 0.18 

Western Australia 0.25 TBA 

South Australia 1.00 0.25 

Tasmania 0.20 TBA 

Australian Capital Territory 0.05 0.005 

Northern Territory 0.00 0.02 

Unallocated funds  0.00 1.215 

Balance of non-Commonwealth contributions 0.00 1.38 



Schedule 

Balance of non-Commonwealth contributions 

(3) = (1) – (2) 

0.18 20.8 

 

Additional 
terms 

Guidance on eligible project activities is at Appendix A. 

In providing rebates to primary producers and horticulture farmers, the 
States must be satisfied that the rebate recipient has demonstrated that 
they are from the grazing or horticulture industries and drought 
affected.  

‘Drought-affected’ will be defined in State program guidelines for the 
rebate scheme. The definition of drought-affected may be amended 
over the life of the scheme in consultation with the Commonwealth as 
conditions change and will be published as required. 

Rebates will be 25 per cent of the costs incurred by primary producers 
and horticulture farmers, up to a maximum total rebate of $25,000, for 
eligible activities undertaken. States will be paid the value of funding for 
legacy rebates received before 2 October 2020 on the condition that 
they participate in the expansion of the Scheme by co-funding all future 
applications for at least 12.5 per cent of costs incurred.  

As part of milestone reporting, States are required to provide evidence 
of payments made to eligible farmers in regards to both 
Commonwealth and non-Commonwealth contributions. 

 



. 

Table 3A: New South Wales - Performance requirements, reporting and payment summary 

Output Performance milestones Report Payment 
due 

2021-22 Milestone 1 28 May 2021 Legacy payment 1-Value of legacy 

Scheme expansion - Payments at 25 per cent of expenses (100 per cent Commonwealth funding) made to rebates received under prior 

New infrastructure to eligible legacy primary producers and horticulture farmers for the period 1 January 2020 to arrangements from 1 January 2020 to 

water livestock and 1 October 2020 consistent with this Schedule. 
1 October 2020 up to s5.46 million. 

permanent plantings 
Milestone 2 15 November Value of Commonwealth funded 

for drought affected 
farm businesses Co-funded payments at 25 per cent of expenses (50 per cent Commonwealth funding and 2021 rebates paid from 2 October 2020 to 

50 per cent New South Wales funding) made to eligible primary producers and horticulture 
31 October 2021 up to s15 million. 

farmers consistent with this Schedule for the period 2 October 2020 to 31 October 2021. 

Plus s687,500 for Commonwealth-

Co-funded payment for administration arrangements for the delivery of an On-farm 
funded administration costs 

Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme. 

Milestone3 15 February Value of Commonwealth funded 

Co-funded payments at 25 per cent of expenses (50 per cent Commonwealth funding and 2022 rebates 1 November 2021 t o 

50 per cent New South Wales funding) made to eligible primary producers and horticulture 
31 January 2022 up to us million, less 

farmers consistent with this Schedule for the period 'i November 2021 to 31 January 2022. 
payments for rebates under this 
Schedule already provided to NSW in 
2021-22. 

Milestone 4 15 February Legacy payment 2 - Value of legacy 

Payments at 25 per cent of expenses (100 per cent Commonwea lth funding) made to 2022 rebates received under prior 

eligible legacy primary producers and horticulture farmers for the period 1 January 2020 to 
arrangements from 1 January 2020 to 

1 October 2020 consistent with this Schedule for the completion of the initial scheme. 1 October 2020 up to s5.46 million, 
less payments for legacy rebates 
under this Schedule already provided 
to NSW in 2021-22. 

Milestones 15 May 2022 Value of Commonwealth funded 

Co-funded payments at 25 per cent of expenses (50 per cent Commonwealth funding and 
rebates 1 February 2022 to 

50 per cent New South Wales funding) made to eligible primary producers and horticulture 
30 April 2022 up to us million, less 

farmers consistent with this Schedule for the period 1 February 2022 to 30 April 2022 for 
payments for rebates under this 

the completion of the expanded scheme. 
Schedule already provided to NSW in 
2021-22. 



Schedule 

Co-funded payment for administration arrangements for the delivery of an On-farm 

Plus s687,500 for Commonwealth­
funded administration costs 

Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme. 

Signed /or n 

The Honourable Keith Pitt MP The Honourable Adam Marshall MP 
Minister for Resources, Water and Northern Australia Minister for Agriculture and Western New South Wales 

[Day) [Month) [Year) 

id-l;-(d--, 



Table 3B: Victoria - Performance requirements, reporting and payment summary 

Output Performance milestones to be demonstrated by the State of Report Payment Amount 
Victoria due 

2021-22 Milestone 1 On both An amount equal to the value of 

Evidence of payments made by Victoria for eligible rebates received prior to parties legacy rebates paid under previous 

The State of Victoria 1 October 2020 consistent with schedule H of the Project Agreement. In accordance with signing the arrangement conditions up to 

will be responsible for that schedule, rebates are equal to 25% of the total costs of eligible expenses claimed by Schedule $776,650. 

administering further rebate applicant (100% Commonwealth funding) . 

rebates in Victoria in Milestone 2 15 November $192,500 for administration costs. 
accordance with this 
Schedule . Administration arrangements for the delivery of the On-farm Emergency Water 2021 

The rebate scheme is 
Infrastructure Rebate Scheme being administered under this Schedule 

being expanded to 
(100% Commonwealth funding) evidenced by an invoice. 

cover: new Milestone 3 15 November An amount equal to the value of the 
infrastructu·re to water Evidence of payments of rebates paid to eligible primary producers and horticulture 2021 Commonwealth's contribution for any 
livestock; permanent farmers in accordance with this Schedule (being rebates equal to 25% of the total costs of rebates paid by the State of Victoria 
plantings; and eligible expenses claimed by rebate applicants) from the date this Schedule is signed to from the date this Schedule is signed 
improvements for 31 October 2021. to 31 October 2021 up to $862,540. 

resilience to drought, 
For the avoidance of doubt: 

for drought affected 
farm businesses • the rebates will be co-funded equally between the Commonwealth and the State 

of Victoria, i.e. the rebates will be made up of 50% Commonwealth funding and 
50% Victorian funding 

• evidence will be the provision of aggregated data that will report the number of 
applications, the local government area of the applicant and the type of 
investment made with the rebate . 

Milestone 4 16 May 2022 An amount equal to the value of the 

Evidence of payments of rebates paid to eligible primary pro.ducers and horticulture Commonwealth's contribution for any 

farmers in accordance with this Schedule (being rebates equal to 25% of the total costs of rebates paid by the State of Victoria 

eligible expenses claimed by rebate applicants) for the period 1 November 2021 to from 1 November 2021 to 

13 May 2022 . 
13 May 2022 up to a maximum figure 

For the avoidance of doubt: 
equal to $862,540 minus any payment 



6 September 2021

• the rebates will be co-funded equally between the Commonwealth and the State 
of Victoria, i.e. the rebates will be made up of 50% Commonwealth funding and 
50% Victorian funding. 

• evidence will be the provision of aggregated data that will report the number of 
applications, the local government area of the applicant and the type of 
investment made with the rebate. 

amount made in accordance with 
Milestone 3. 

For the avoidance of doubt the 
maximum amount payable by the 
Commonwealth under both 
Milestones 3 and 4 is $862.540 and 
the maximum amount payable by the 
State of Victoria towards rebates 
being administered under this 
Schedule is $862.540 (and noting that 
the State of Victoria can apply the 
legacy payment being provided to it 
under Milestone 1 towards its 
maximum contribution value). 

If the Scheme is terminated before the end date of this Schedule, the Commonwealth will pay its percentage funding contribution to the value of rebates paid by Victoria up to 
the termination date, and its percentage funding contribution for rebates approved in-principle by Victoria as at the termination date and that are subsequently paid to the 
applicant by the administrator, up to a maximum of $862,540, minus any amount for rebates which has already been paid . 

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth of Australia by 

~~ 
The Honourable Keith Pitt MP 
Minister for Resources and Water 

[Day] [Month] [Year] 

6 («( "J- I 

Signed for and on behalf of the State of Victoria by 

The Honourable Mary-Anne Thomas MP 
Minister for Regional Development and Agriculture 

[Day] [Month] [Year] 



Table 3C: Queensland- Performance requirements, reporting and payment summary 

Output Performance milestones Report Payment 
due 

~ Mi/est0M1 1May2021 Value of rebates paid from 1 January 

New infrastructure to water Payments rmde to eligible primary producers and horticulture farmers 2020 to 30 April 2011, up to s3 million, 

livestock and permanent plantings consistent with this Schedule for the period 1 January 2020 to 30 April 2021. excluding the value of any payments 

for drought affected farm for rebates disbursed under this 

businesses Schedule for the period 1 May 2019 to 
30 April 2020. 

= Milnto11~2 15 July 1011 Value of legecy rebetcs received 

Scheme expansion - Piymenu at 25 per cent of expenses (200 per cent Commonwealth funding) under prior arrangements from 

New infrastructure to water made to cllglble legacy p~mary producers and hOrtlcu~ure farmers 1 January 1010 to 1 October 2.010 up 

livestodc and porman,nt plantings consistent with this Schedule form« period 1 January 2020 to 1 October to n .7 million. 

for drought affeeted farm 2020, 

Minessu under the expansion of Ml/tston~J 15 Novembu Value of Commonwulth funded 
the Scheme 

Cc,-funded payments at 15 per cent (50 per cent Commonwealth funding and 2021 rebates paid from 2 October 202010 

50 per cent Queensland funding) made to eligible primary producers and 31 October 2021 upto 11.9 million. 

hotticuhure farmers consistent with this Schedule for the period 2 October 
2020 to 3l. October 201-1.. 

Mi/~s1onc4 15 February Value of Commonwealth funded 

Co-funded payments at 25 pu ctnt of ...,_nses (50 per cont Commonwulth 20ll robates paid from 1 November 2021 

funding and so per cent Ouunsland funding) made to ehglblt primary toµ January 2021 up to s2.9 minion, 

producers and hortic:ulture farmers consi<tent with this Schedule for the less payments forrebates under this 

period 1 November 2021. to11 Janu,ry 2012. Schedule already provided to Old in 
1021·12. 

Miltstone5 15 May 2022 Value of Commonwealth funded 

Cc,-funded payments at 25 per cent (50 per cent Commonwealth funding and r~atu paid from, February 2022 to 

so per cent Queensland funding) made to eligible primary producers and 30 Aprtl 2022 up to u .9 million, less 

hortic:ulture farmers consistent with this Schedule for the period 1 February paym,nts for robatu under this 

2022 to 30 April 2022. Schedule alroady provided to Old In 

Payment for administration arrangements for the delivery of an On-f,rm 
2021-22. 

Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme. Plus si8o,ooo for Commonwealth 
funded administration costs 



Sigmd for~•&· :-onult'nlt/J of .Austrnlia by 

~ 
The Honourable Keith Pitt MP The Honourabl Mark Fumer MP 
Minister for Ruourc:111 W ait,, aind Northem Australia Minist•rfo, Agricul utal Industry Oevek>pment ind FtSh1rits 

[Day) [Month] [Year] [Day) [Month) [Year) 



Table 3D: Western Australia - Performance requirements, reporting and payment summary 

Output Performance milestones Report Payment 
due 

New infrastructure to water Milestone 4 1 May 2021 $250,000 
livestock and permanent plantings Establishment of second 50% administration arrangements for the delivery of a 
for drought affected farm Western Australian On-farm Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme 
businesses 

Milestone 5 1 May 2021 Value of rebates paid from 

Payments made to eligible primary producers and horticulture farmers consistent 1 May 2020 to 30 April 2021 up 

with this agreement for the period 1 May 2020 and 30 April 2021. to s1,350,ooo 

New infrastructure to water Milestone 6 15 May 2021 Value of legacy rebates 
livestock and permanent plantings Payments at 25 per cent Commonwealth funding made to eligible legacy primary received under prior 
for drought affected farm producers and horticulture farmers consistent with this agreement for the period arrangements from 
businesses under the expansion of 1 January 2020 to 1 October 2020. 1January 202oto 
the Scheme 1 October 2020 up to 

$2,445,128.21 

Milestone 7 11June 2021 Value of co-funded rebates 

Co-funded payments at 12.5 per cent Commonwealth funding made to eligible paid from 2 October 2020 to 

primary producers and horticulture farmers consistent with this agreement for the 10 June 2021 up to s175,ooo. 

period 2 October 2020 to 10 June 2021. 

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth of Australia by 

~ 
The Honourable Keith Pitt MP 
Minister for Resources, Water and Northern Australia 

[Day] [Month] [Year] 

cc- l 4 l ~ \. 



Table 3E: South Australia - Performance requirements, reporting and payment summary 

Output Performance milestones Report Payment 
due 

2020-21 Milestone 1. 31May2021 Value of rebates paid from 23 June 2020 

Initial Scheme - New Payments made to eligible primary producers and horticulture farmers in accordance with to 30 April 2021 up to s1 million. 

infrastructure to water this Schedule for the period 23 June 2020 to 30 April 2021. 
livestock and permanent 
plantings for drought 
affected farm businesses 

2021-22 Milestone2 30 Value of legacy rebates received under 

Scheme expansion - New Payments at 25 per cent Commonwealth funding made to eligible legacy primary September prior arrangements from 1 January 2020 

infrastructure to water producers and horticulture farmers in accordance with this Schedule for the period 2021 to 1 October 2020 upto s3.7 million. 

livestock and permanent 1 January 2020 to 1 October 2020. 
plantings for drought 

Milestone3 affected farm businesses 30 Value of Commonwealth funded 

Co-funded payments at 25 per cent of expenses (50 per cent Commonwealth funding and September rebates paid from 2 October 2020 to 

50 per cent South Australian funding) made to eligible primary producers and horticulture 2021 10 June 2021 up to s200,ooo. 

farmers in accordance with this Schedule for the period 2 October 202oto 10 June 2021. 

2021-22 Milestone4 15 s250,ooo for administration costs. 

Scheme expansion - New Administration arrangements for the delivery of an On-farm Emergency Water November 

infrastructure to water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme. 2021 

livestock and permanent 
Milestones plantings for drought 

' 
15 An amount equal to the value of 

affected farm businesses Co-funded payments at 25 per cent of expenses (50 per cent Commonwealth funding and November Commonwealth's contribution for any 

50 per cent South Australian funding) made to eligible primary producers and horticulture 2021 rebates paid by the State of South 

farmers in accordance with this Schedule for the period 11 June 2021 to 31 October 2021. Australia from 11 June 2021 to 
31 October 2021 up to s2.6 million. 

Milestone 6 16 May2022 An amount equal to the value of 

Co-funded payments at 25 percent of expenses (50 percent Commonwealth funding and Commonwealth's contribution for any 

50 per cent South Australian funding) made to eligible primary producers and horticulture rebates paid by the State of South 

farmers in accordance with this Schedule for the period 1 November 2021 to 30 April 2022. Australia from 1 November 2021 to 
30 April 2022 up to a maximum of 
s2.6 million minus any payment amount 
made in accordance with Milestone 5. 



Signed for'and on behal the Commonwealth of Australia by 
Siv::; ~nf •::.::._••te of South Australia by 

The Honourable Keith Pitt MP The Honourable David Basham MP 
Minister for Resources, Water and Northern Australia Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development 

[Day) [Month) [Year) [Day] [Mont h] [Year] 

""'2:,1 / ~ ( 0- \ I S-1. "'!.,.,"-C2... ? .. cl2 .. I 





Table 3H: Northern Territory- Performance requirements, reporting and payment summary 

Output Performance milestones Report due Payment 

2021-22 Milestone 1 15 Legacy Payment 1 - Value paid for 

Scheme extension - Payments at 25 per cent of expenses (100 per cent Commonwealth funding) made November legacy rebates received under 

New infrastructure to eligible legacy primary producers and horticulture farmers for rebates received 2021 prior arrangements before 

to water livestock prior to 1 October 2020 consistent with this Schedule. 1 October 2020 up to $346,838.97. 

and permanent Milestone 2 15 $20,000 for administration costs 
plantings for drought Commonwealth-funded payment for administration arrangements for the delivery November 
affected fa rm of an On-farm Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme. 2021 
businesses Milestone 3 15 February Legacy Payment 2 - Value paid for 

Payments at 25 per cent of expenses (100 per cent Commonwealth funding) made 2022 legacy rebates received under 
to el igible legacy primary producers and horticulture farmers for rebates received prior arrangements before 
prior to 1 October 2020 consistent with this Schedule. 1 October 2020 up to $346,838.97, 

less payments for rebates under 
this Schedule already provided to 
NT under Milestone 1. 

Milestone 4 15 February Value of Commonwealth funded 
Co-funded payments at 25 per cent of expenses (SO per cent Commonwealth 2022 rebates paid from 2 October 2020 
funding and 50 per cent Northern Territory funding) made to eligible primary to 31 January 2022 up to 
producers and horticulture farmers consistent with this Schedule for the period $200,000. 
2 October 2020 to 31 January 2022. 

Milestone 5 15 May 2022 Value of Commonwealth funded 
Co-funded payments at 25 per cent of expenses (SO per cent Commonwea lth rebates 1 February 2022 to 
funding and 50 per cent Northern Territory funding) made to eligible primary 30 April 2022 up to $200,000, less 
producers and horticulture farmers consistent with this Schedule for the period payments for rebates under this 
1 February 2022 to 30 April 2022 for the completion of the extended scheme. Schedule already provided to NT 

under Milestone 4. 

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth of Australia by Signed for and on b half of Northern Territon; by 

<-\Ctc::2> 
The Honourable Keith Pitt MP 
Minister for Resources and Water 

[Day] [Month] [Year] 

q 0-- l l O l ~\ 4 

i 
l 

The~nourable Nicole Manison MLA 
Minister for Agribusiness and Aquaculture 

[Day] [Month] [Year] 2 5 NOV 2021 
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APPENDIX A: GUIDANCE TO STATES ON ELIGIBILITY FOR 
COMMONWEALTH FUNDING UNDER THE REBATE SCHEME 
A1 Eligible applicants must: 

a. be a primary producer or horticult ure farmer (as defined by the state or territory in 
relation to delivering the rebate scheme) · 

b. be property owners, share farmers or lease holders in the grazing industry 

c. purchase and install water infrastructure for grazing livestock or permanent plantings 
that the landholder owns (not stock agisted on their property). 

A2 The property must be within an area defined by the state or territory as being drought 
impacted as defined in accordance with this schedule. 

A3 Water infrastructure must be purchased and installed for an animal welfare or permanent 
planting need and to improve drought resilience. 

A4 Eligibility for the rebate for primary producers applies to: 

a. water infrastructure purchased after 30 June 2018 

b. the purchase and installation of: 

i. pipes 

ii. water storage devices such as tanks and troughs associated with stock watering 

ii i. water pumps and associated water distribution systems 

c. the drilling of new stock water bores and associated power supply such as generators 

d. desilting dams 

e. other activities as agreed by the Commonwealth and consistent with the Output and 
Purpose of th is Schedule for applications received from 2 October 2020. 

As Eligibility for the rebate for horticulture fa rm ers applies to: 

a. water infrastructure purchased after 30 June 2019 

b. the purchase and installation of: 

i. the drilling of new horticulture groundwat er bores 

ii. desilting dams 

c. other activities as agreed by the Commonwealth and consistent with the Output and 
Purpose of th is Schedule for applications received from 2 October 2020. 
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