
 

Schedule

Essential Vaccines (2025-28)  
F E D E R A T I O N  F U N D I N G  A G R E E M E N T   H E A L T H  

Table 1: Formalities and operation of schedule 

Parties Commonwealth 

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
Western Australia  
South Australia 
Tasmania 
Australian Capital Territory  
Northern Territory 

Duration This Schedule will commence as soon as the Commonwealth and one of 
the other Parties sign and is expected to expire on 30 June 2028 or on 
completion of final performance reporting and processing of final 
payments against performance milestones. 

Purpose This Schedule will support the coordinated and effective delivery of the 
National Immunisation Program (NIP)1 and 
Immunisation Strategy (NIS)2 2025-30 to: 

a) Minimise the incidence of vaccine preventable diseases in the 
eligible Australian population. 

b) Minimise the incidence of human papillomavirus (HPV) in the 
eligible Australian population. 

c) Provide a national respiratory season immunisation program. 

d) Deliver on and monitor NIS 2025-30 priorities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Information about the National Immunisation Program (NIP) is available from the Department of Health and Aged 
Care website (www.health.gov.au). 
2 Information about the National Immunisation Strategy for Australia (NIS) is available from the Department of Health 
and Aged Care website (www.health.gov.au). 



 

Estimated 
financial 
contributions 

The Commonwealth will provide an estimated total financial 
contribution to the States and Territories (the States) of $91.2m in 
respect of this Schedule.  

 

Table 1.1 
($ million) 

2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 Total 

Estimated total 
budget1 

        

Estimated National 
Partnership Payments  

32.3 32.0 26.9 91.2 

Balance of non-
Commonwealth 
contributions 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Notes: 
1 These amounts may require adjustment at the sole discretion of the Commonwealth from 
time to time as changes are made to the NIP Schedule and adjusted amounts are published in 
the Budget papers. 
 

Additional 
Terms  

 The Commonwealth will allocate a total of 4.5 per cent of the 
cost of vaccine purchases to the States for the purposes of this 
Agreement, subject to the achievement of this Schedule  
performance benchmarks and milestones by each state. A 
breakdown of the total 4.5 per cent is detailed at Attachment A. 

 The Commonwealth and the States have specific roles and 
responsibilities under this Schedule as detailed at Attachment B. 

 The Commonwealth and the States have obligations to deliver 
effective implementation of the NIP in accordance with the 
arrangements detailed at Attachment C. 

 The Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) is a national register 
that records vaccines given to all people in Australia, in 
accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 and the Australian 
Immunisation Register Act 2015. Arrangements for the AIR are 
subject to separate funding arrangements under the Public 
Governance, Performance and Accountability Act Determination 
(Australian Immunisation Register Special Account 2016). Refer to 
Attachment D for further detail on arrangements for each State. 

 An interpretation of key terms used in this Schedule is detailed at 
Attachment E.  

 Where a state or territory does not meet a performance 
benchmark (see Table 2) and considers that this outcome is 
beyond its control because of exceptional circumstances, then 
the state or territory may present a case to the designated 
delegate outlining mitigating circumstances supported by 
appropriate evidence. Such circumstances may include 



 

unforeseen or isolated events (e.g. natural disasters). If it is 
determined upon consideration of the presented evidence that 
the exceptional circumstance(s) directly contributed to the state 
or territory not meeting the performance benchmark, then the 
state or territory will be deemed to have met the performance 
benchmark for the purpose of receiving the associated payment. 
Where exceptional events demonstrably have a national impact 
(including but not limited to active pandemics, national vaccine 
supply shortages or changes to the National Immunisation 
Program schedule within a reporting period), the Commonwealth 
will consider available evidence on behalf of jurisdictions and 
make a determination to support fair performance assessment. 

 This Schedule pertains only to 
section 9B of the National Health Act 1953, which are 
recommended by the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory 
Committee and form part of the NIP.  

 
 
 



 

 

Table 2: Performance requirements, reporting and payment summary 

Output Performance requirement Report Due Payment 
 

Annual jurisdictional 
action plan with 
alignment to National 
Immunisation Strategy 
(NIS) 2025-30 priorities 

MILESTONE 1: 

Provision of an annual jurisdictional action plan for the 
implementation activities being undertaken in alignment 
with the NIS 2025-30 for the respective financial year 
ahead. 

The States will be required to provide information covering 
an agreed scope including jurisdictional activities for both 
NIP and non-NIP program delivery, alignment of activities 
with NIS 2025-30 priorities and reporting on the use of 
Commonwealth funding provided under the EVS to deliver 
immunisation programs. 

 

By 1 October of each financial year from 2025-
26 to 2027-28. 

 
For 2025, this date may be revised by the 
Commonwealth following consultation with 
jurisdictions, taking into account the timing of 

 
 

1.5% of the funded 4.5% of each 
vaccine costs in the 

relevant financial year. 

Agreed information on 
respiratory illness 
season immunisation 
program rollout 
provided to facilitate 
vaccination planning 
activities 

MILESTONE 2: 

Provision of immunisation program rollout plan for the 
yearly respiratory illness season ahead containing 
information covering an agreed scope including local plans 
for the yearly season, including priority groups for 
targeting, timing of ordering, supply and local activities, and 
any state-based communication activities.  

By 11 March of each financial year from 2025-
26 to 2027-28. 

0.75% of the funded 4.5% of total 
vaccine costs in the relevant  
financial year, distributed equally 
to each State and Territory. 

Maintained or 
increased vaccination 
coverage rates for 
children. 

BENCHMARK 1: 
Maintained or increased (to 95.0%) vaccination coverage 
rates for the following cohorts relative to the baseline: 

 12 < 15 month olds 
 60 < 63 month olds. 

Performance benchmark specifications are detailed at 
Attachment F. 

 By 31 March each financial year from 2025-
26 to 2027-28: relevant performance data 
processed (see Additional Information to 
Table 2 for age cohorts in scope of each 
annual assessment) 

 By 30 September of each following financial 
year (from 2026-27 to 2028-29): 
Preliminary assessment outcomes notified 

0.75% of the funded 4.5% of each 

relevant financial year. 

Payments will be made as follows if 
the State maintained or increased 
in one or two of the cohorts (or 
achieved 95.0% coverage or 
greater):  

 50% for one cohort 

 100% for two cohorts. 



 

 

 By 31 March of each following financial 
year (from 2026-27 to 2028-29): 
Assessment finalised and report published 

 

 

Maintained or 
increased vaccination 
coverage rates in 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children. 

BENCHMARK 2: 
Maintained or increased (to 95.0%) vaccination coverage 
rates for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in the 
following cohorts relative to the baseline:  

 12 < 15 month olds 
 60 < 63 month olds. 

Performance benchmark specifications are detailed at 
Attachment F. 

 By 31 March each financial year from 2025-
26 to 2027-28: relevant performance data 
processed (see Additional Information to 
Table 2 for age cohorts in scope of each 
annual assessment) 

 By 30 September of each following financial 
year (from 2026-27 to 2028-29): 
Preliminary assessment outcomes notified 

 By 31 March of each following financial 
year (from 2026-27 to 2028-29): 
Assessment finalised and report published 

 

0.75% of the funded 4.5% of each 

relevant financial year. 
Payments will be made as follows if 
the State maintained or increased 
in one or two of the cohorts (or 
achieved 95.0% coverage or 
greater):  

 50% for one cohort 

 100% for two cohorts. 

 

Maintained or 
increased HPV 
coverage rates for 
adolescents. 

BENCHMARK 3: 
Maintained or increased (to 90.0%) vaccination coverage 
rates for adolescent boys and girls aged 15 years for HPV, 
relative to the baseline. 
Performance benchmark specifications are detailed at 
Attachment F. 

 By 31 March each financial year from 2025-
26 to 2027-28: relevant performance data 
processed (see Additional Information to 
Table 2 for age cohorts in scope of each 
annual assessment) 

 By 30 September of each following financial 
year (from 2026-27 to 2028-29): 
Preliminary assessment outcomes notified 

 By 31 March of each following financial 
year (from 2026-27 to 2028-29): 
Assessment finalised and report published 

 

0.75% of the funded 4.5% of each 

relevant financial year. 

Payments will be made as follows if 
the State maintained or increased 
in one or two of the cohorts (or 
achieved 90.0% coverage or 
greater):  

 50% for one cohort 

 100% for two cohorts. 

 

 
 
  



 

 

Additional information to Table 2: Performance requirements, reporting and payment summary 
 

Summary Age cohorts, Birthdate ranges and Age Calculated Dates for the four quarters comprising each performance reference period, by EVS year 

 
EVS year Age cohort Birthdate ranges Age Calculated Dates Dates of Processing 

Year 1
(2025-26) 

Children aged 12 < 15 months 

1 Jan 2024 - 31 Mar 2024 31-Mar-25 Agreed dates under AIR National 
Immunisation Coverage Rules - 
Standard Coverage Reporting 

1 Apr 2024 - 30 Jun 2024 30-Jun-25 
1 Jul 2024 - 30 Sep 2024 30-Sep-25 
1 Oct 2024 - 31 Dec 2024 31-Dec-25 

Children aged 60 < 63 months 

1 Jan 2020 - 31 Mar 2020 31-Mar-25 Agreed dates under AIR National 
Immunisation Coverage Rules - 
Standard Coverage Reporting 

1 Apr 2020 - 30 Jun 2020 30-Jun-25 
1 Jul 2020 - 30 Sep 2020 30-Sep-25 
1 Oct 2020 - 31 Dec 2020 31-Dec-25 

Adolescents aged 180 < 183 months 

1 Jan 2010 - 31 Mar 2010 31-Mar-25 Agreed dates under AIR National 
Immunisation Coverage Rules - 
Standard Coverage Reporting 

1 Apr 2010 - 30 Jun 2010 30-Jun-25 
1 Jul 2010 - 30 Sep 2010 30-Sep-25 
1 Oct 2010 - 31 Dec 2010 31-Dec-25 

    
EVS year Age cohort Birthdate ranges Age Calculated Date Date of Processing  

Year 2
(2026-27) 

Children aged 12 < 15 months 

1 Jan 2025 - 31 Mar 2025 31-Mar-26 Agreed dates under AIR National 
Immunisation Coverage Rules - 
Standard Coverage Reporting 

1 Apr 2025 - 30 Jun 2025 30-Jun-26 
1 Jul 2025 - 30 Sep 2025 30-Sep-26 
1 Oct 2025 - 31 Dec 2025 31-Dec-26 

Children aged 60 < 63 months 

1 Jan 2021 - 31 Mar 2021 31-Mar-26 Agreed dates under AIR National 
Immunisation Coverage Rules - 
Standard Coverage Reporting 

1 Apr 2021 - 30 Jun 2021 30-Jun-26 
1 Jul 2021 - 30 Sep 2021 30-Sep-26 
1 Oct 2021 - 31 Dec 2021 31-Dec-26 

Adolescents aged 180 < 183 months 

1 Jan 2011 - 31 Mar 2011 31-Mar-26 Agreed dates under AIR National 
Immunisation Coverage Rules - 
Standard Coverage Reporting 

1 Apr 2011 - 30 Jun 2011 30-Jun-26 
1 Jul 2011 - 30 Sep 2011 30-Sep-26 
1 Oct 2011 - 31 Dec 2011 31-Dec-26 

    



 

 

  
EVS year Age cohort Birthdate ranges Age Calculated Date  Date of Processing 

Year 3
(2027-28) 

Children aged 12 < 15 months 

1 Jan 2026 - 31 Mar 2026 31-Mar-27 Agreed dates under AIR National 
Immunisation Coverage Rules - 
Standard Coverage Reporting 

1 Apr 2026 - 30 Jun 2026 30-Jun-27 
1 Jul 2026 - 30 Sep 2026 30-Sep-27 
1 Oct 2026 - 31 Dec 2026 31-Dec-27 

Children aged 60 < 63 months 

1 Jan 2022 - 31 Mar 2022 31-Mar-27 Agreed dates under AIR National 
Immunisation Coverage Rules - 
Standard Coverage Reporting 

1 Apr 2022 - 30 Jun 2022 30-Jun-27 
1 Jul 2022 - 30 Sep 2022 30-Sep-27 
1 Oct 2022 - 31 Dec 2022 31-Dec-27 

Adolescents aged 180 < 183 months 

1 Jan 2012 - 31 Mar 2012 31-Mar-27 Agreed dates under AIR National 
Immunisation Coverage Rules - 
Standard Coverage Reporting 

1 Apr 2012 - 30 Jun 2012 30-Jun-27 
1 Jul 2012 - 30 Sep 2012 30-Sep-27 
1 Oct 2012 - 31 Dec 2012 31-Dec-27 

 
 


































