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National Water Grid Fund 
F E D E R A T I O N  F U N D I N G  A G R E E M E N T   I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  

Table 1: Formalities and operation of schedule 

Parties Commonwealth 

New South Wales 

Victoria 

Queensland 

Western Australia 

South Australia 

Tasmania 

Northern Territory  

Australian Capital Territory 

 
Duration This Schedule will commence as soon as the Commonwealth and one other 

Party sign it and will expire on 30 June 2031. 

 
Purpose This Schedule will support the development and delivery of nationally 

important water infrastructure projects that provide safe and reliable water 
for regional and remote communities, generate public benefit through 
productive water use and build resilience while protecting the environment 
and cultural heritage.   

In entering into this Schedule, the Commonwealth and the States and 
Territories (the States) recognise they have a mutual interest in improving 
outcomes through national water infrastructure development and need to 
work together to achieve those outcomes.  
 

Related 
Documents 

This Schedule must also be read in conjunction with the National Water 
Grid Investment Framework (the Investment Framework), the Program 
Administration Manual for the National Water Grid Fund, the Indigenous 
Employment and Supplier-Use Water Infrastructure Framework, and the 

 

 

Estimated 
financial 
contributions 

contributions to the operation of this Schedule are set out in the tables 
below and the relevant appendices to this Schedule.  

State funding contributions may include contributions from third parties 
including local governments and other non-government organisations.  

Commonwealth contributions will be provided upon the achievement of 
agreed project milestones by the relevant State. 

 



Funding 
Arrangements 

Capital works  

The Commonwealth may offer a combination of funding and finance of up 

Commonwealth deems a project to be transformational in nature or where 
a specific policy need has been identified, the Commonwealth may, at its 
sole discretion, offer more than 50 per cent funding for an eligible project. 

Development funding 

The Commonwealth will seek a financial co-contribution for all project 
proposals. However, the Commonwealth may agree to provide up to 
100 per cent of funds for elements of business case development and 
science projects, at its discretion.  

Project cost savings 

Where projects are delivered for less than the agreed estimated costs, 
States should work with the Commonwealth to agree a reallocation of the 
remaining Commonwealth contribution to other water infrastructure 
projects within their jurisdiction, consistent with the principles of the 
Investment Framework and the objectives of this Schedule. 

Project 
Milestones 

The States will deliver the water infrastructure projects set out in this 
Schedule and its Appendices, based on project milestones which have been 
jointly agreed and which may, by written agreement, be varied by the 
relevant parties from time to time. 

Commonwealth 
Funding 
Recognition 

In addition to the requirements set out in clause 21 of the Federation 
Funding Agreement for Infrastructure, States agree to:  

in all publications, promotional and advertising materials, including 
project signage, and public announcements and activities in relation 
to a project as appropriate, and must consult the Commonwealth 
prior to release of all promotional-related materials concerning 
projects funded through this Schedule; 

(b) provide reasonable opportunity for the Commonwealth to 
contribute to developing communications strategies for projects 
with a Commonwealth funding contribution;  

(c) provide the Commonwealth with equal access to products that 
they obtain for use in the development of promotional material 
including but not limited to project data, footage and images; and 

(d) where the Commonwealth is a majority funder of a project, 
promotional material and public recognition should provide major 

to agree the content and timing. 

Variations and 
Delegations 

Senior Commonwealth and State Officials, in consultation with relevant 
Treasury Officials, are authorised to make non-material changes to project 
milestones as set out in the Appendices to this Schedule, as agreed in 
writing by both parties, having due regard to financial and policy risks.  








































